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Millions  of  Argentines  see 
Dimension  Humana  series 


BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina  (BP)— A  Withdrawn  in  mid-October  after  75 

series  o f  television  "spots”  produced  days  of  transmission,  the  series  will  be 
by  Argentine  Baptists  and  Southern  re-broadcast  in  January.  Pons  esti- 
Baptist  missionaries  is  reaching  a  mates  that  by  the  time  the  final  spot  is 
majority  of  Argentina’s  28  million  broadcast,  at  least  20  million  Argen- 
people,  an  Argentine  Baptist  media  tines  will  have  seen  one  or  more  in¬ 
specialist  reports.  stallments  of  the  series. 

Entitled  “Dimension  Humana”  Because  the  installments  are  broad- 
( Human  Dimensions),  the  series  of  12  cast  as  public  service  announcements, 
two-minute  broadcasts  has  been  seen  Baptists  cannot  be  identified  on  the  air 

by  an  average  of  eight  to  10  million  as  sponsors  of  the  series.  Pons  reports, 
people  daily  since  Aug.  1,  according  to  however,  that  stations  running  the 

Francisco  Pons,  media  director  in  the  series  have  received  numerous  calls 
Argentine  Baptist  Convention’s  de-  from  viewers  inquiring  about  its  ori- 
partment  of  evangelism  and  missions,  gin.  The  series’  nationwide  exposure 
Broadcast  during  “prime  time,”  8  has  given  Baptists  around  the  country 
p.m.  to  11  p.m.,  each  segment  opens  a  new  way  to  introduce  and  explain 
with  a  “gaze  toward  our  human  theit  faith. 

dimension"— focusing  on  a  subject  A  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Tele- 
important  to  everyone,  such  as  love,  vision  Commission  team  filmed  “Di¬ 
family,  suffering  or  work— and  closes  mension  Humana”  in  Buenos  Aires 
with  a  message  about  the  hope  and  and  Mendoza.  The  SBC  Foreign  Mis- 
meaning  Jesus  Christ  brings  to  life.  sion  Board  provided  funds  for  produc- 
By  special  arrangement  with  the  tion. 
federal  government,  the  spots  are  Missionary  media  consultant  Alan 
broadcast  at  no  charge  as  public  ser-  Compton  handled  post-production  at 
vice  announcements  on  46  major  RTVC  headquarters  in  Fort  Worth, 
channels  nationwide  and  re-broadcast  Texas.  The  commission  has  requested 
on  80  smaller  channels.  Except  for  permission  from  Argentine  Baptists  to 
production  costs  and  the  expense  of  an  broadcast  “Dimension  Humana’’  on 
initial  network  broadcast  allowing  Spanish-language  television  stations 
local  stations  to  duplicate  the  series  in  the  United  States, 
for  later  showing,  the  whole  project  The  Argentine  convention  plans  to 
has  cost  Argentine  Baptists  nothing.  promote  a  correspondence  course  re- 
At  the  current  rate  of  $45  per  second  lated  to  the  series  with  local  churches 
of  network  air  time,  broadcasting  the  inviting  course  participants  to  worship 
series  would  have  cost  $15  million.  services. 
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Fundamentals  of  Baptist 
faith  will  be  examined 


“The  Church:  Giving  Glory  to  God.”  stiny,”  using  Ephesians  5:26-27  as 
Ray  Robbins,  currently  on  the  fa-  text, 
culty  of  Mississippi  College,  will  Two  messages  that  evening  will  be 
preach  on  “Showing  forth  his  Salva-  by  James  Draper,  pastor  of  First  Bap- 
tion,”  during  that  session.  tist  Church,  Euless,  Tex.,  and  Bill 

A  special  time  of  community  visits-  Hogue,  director  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
tion  and  witnessing  is  planned  for  the  tist  Home  Mission  Board’s 
late  afternoon  on  Tuesday.  Then  the  Evangelism  Section, 
evening  session  is  set  to  begin  at  6:45  Draper  will  preach  on  “Evangelism 
p.m.  and  the  Lord's  Return,”  and  Hogue’s 

Malcolm  Tolbert,  professor  of  New  topic  will  be  “By  all  Means,  through  all 

_ _  _ _ | _ M  Testament  at  Southeastern  Seminary ,  Churches,  Now.” 

based  onHeb-  gins  at  1:30  p.m.  Shannon  takes  Ephe-  will  lead  the  evening  Bible  study  on  The  final  session  will  begin  at  8:45 
sians  4:21  and  preaches  on  the  title,  “The  Church:  Its  Nature  and  De-  (Continued  on  page  2) 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Jess  Moody,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Conference  will  take  place  Feb.  1-3,  at  Church,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  will  preach 
First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg.  that  night  on  “Separation  from  God: 

This  annual  preaching  and  Bible  Now  and  Forever.” 
teaching  program  will  feature  as  its  The  next  morning,  the  Bible  study, 
theme,  “Sin — the  Tragedy  of  Human-  again  by  Shannon,  will  be  from  Ephe- 
ity.”  sians  2: 19-22  and  called  “The  Church: 

The  program  begins  at  6:30  p.m..  Multiplied  by  the  Spirit.” 

Feb.  1.  Harper  Shannon,  pastor  of  Moody  will  preach  at  that  morning 
Huffman  Baptist  Church,  Burmin-  session,  which  begins  at 8: 30,  on  “Who 
gham,  Ala.,  will  begin  the  Bible  is  Jesus  Christ?” 


Middlesboro  church  booted 
from  Kentucky  association 


answering  the  roll  call  of  messengers,  sed  ‘believers’  baptism  rather  than  the 

However,  a  motion  was  made  and  mode.” 
passed  that  messengers  from  all  Pennington  said  the  church  does  not 
churches  but  Middlesboro  First  “sprinkle  or  pour”  and  “shall  continue 
Church  be  seated.  to  immerse  all  requesting  baptism.” 

.  .  . .  The  difference  surfaced  in  the  1980 

In  a  subsequent  acUon  the  creden-  ^  and  credentials 

Hals  committee  presented  a  recom-  committee  „Jded  b  w  Morgan, 
mendation  “that  the  Bell  Association  pa3tor  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  of 

Middlesboro,  was  charged  with  inves- 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Middles-  tjgadng  allegations  of  doctrinal  devia- 
boro  until  such  timeas  thatcongrega-  *  ^.rst  Church. 

Uon  elects  to  resign  Itself  wfth  the  A  ^  was  heId>  ^  it  was  re_ 

d^U^  ,f^nCe  01  Ported  the  First  Church  had  adopted  a 

of  the  Bell  Association  of  Baptists.  £licy  whereby  a  person  J  ^ 

In  the  same  motion,  messengers  membership  in  the  church  upon  previ- 
committed  themselves  to  continued  ous  baptism,  regardless  of  mode, 
prayer  for  the  church  and  for  the  day  The  report  was  heard  in  the 
when  unity  and  harmony  between  the  November  1980  meeting  of  the  associa- 
associatlon  and  the  church  may  rtf-  tion’s  executive  committee,  but  action 


MIDDLESBORO,  Ky.  (BP)-First 
Baptist  Church  of  Middlesboro  has 
been  disfellow shipped  by  the  Bell  Bap¬ 
tist  Association. 

The  action  came  during  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  annual  meeting  Oct.  16,  and 
culminated  a  year-long  deliberation 
over  a  policy  of  the  Middlesboro  con¬ 
gregation  that  receives  as  members 
those  of  other  faiths  without  regard  to 
mode  of  baptism. 

Pastor  John  Pennington  and  other 
messengers  from  the  church  attended 
the  first  session  of  the  annual  meeting, 


Commitment-  to 


Central  Hills  pavilion 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  over  the  last  weekend.  Unable  to  take  a  mission  trip  to  Puerto  Rico  because  of  labor  problems  in  that 
country,  the  Aberdeen  men  were  persuaded  by  Ferrell  Cork,  their  pastor,  to  build  the  pavilion  for  the  Royal  Ambassador  boys, 
instead.  In  explaining  the  missionary  purposes  of  the  retreat,  Cork  told  them,  in  the  long  run,  we  may  send  missionaries  to  Puerto 
Rico  rather  than  sending  workers."  More  pictures  are  on  page  2.  (Tim  Nicholas  photos). 


roundabout 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

Four-year-old  Amy  Nash  knows 
what  missionaries  do:  “Move.” 

The  call  to  missions  has  caused  her 
parents  and  baby  brother  Ben  to  move 
from  Starkville  to  New  Orleans.  In  De¬ 
cember,  the  family  will  move  to  Pine 
Mountain,  Ga.,  for  missionary  orien¬ 
tation.  Then,  early  in  1982,  the  four  will 
move  to  Nalerigu,  Ghana,  where  dad, 
Ben  Nash,  II,  will  be  a  missionary 
physician  for  the  Baptist  hospital 
there. 

Ben  and  Sandra  Nash— and  Amy 
and  little  Ben— are  headed  for  foreign 
mission  service.  They  were  recently 
commissioned  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  will  be 
commissioned  by  their  church,  First 
Baptist  of  Starkville,  Sunday  morning. 
Nov.  22. 

Their  commitment  to  mission  ser¬ 
vice  comes  from  a  combination  of 
events.  For  instance,  Sandra,  for  a 
couple  of  years,  pulled  volunteer  mis¬ 
sion  informa  tion  out  of  the  trash  can  so 
her  husband  could  see  it  And  they  saw 
peace  in  the  hearts  of  another  missio¬ 
nary  couple  who  happpened  to  be  in 
Starkville. 

Ben  and  Sandra  Nash  grew  up  in  the 
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°”lea  Baptist  Church  and  associational 

Pastor  Pennington,  in  a  statement  to  moderator,  declined  to  comment,  say- 
the  association,  said  he  does  not  be-  ing  he  did  not  want  to  further  irritate 
lieve  the  church  has  strayed  from  Bap-  the  situation.  He  added  there  are  no  ill 
tist  principles  in  their  membership  feelings  toward  First  Church  or  Pen- 
policy.  “Our  policy  is  that  we  receive  nington,  but  that  the  action  was  felt 
as  members  any  Christum  who  has  re-  necessary  because  the  church  refused 
ceived  believers’  baptism,  regardless  to  change  its  policies  which  were  in 
of  mode,”  he  said,  adding  that  “our  direct  conflict  with  the  doctrinal  posi- 
Baptist  forefathers  in  England  stres-  tion  of  the  association. 


Church  schools  challenge 
unemployment  compensation 


tions.  The  Long  Beach  congregation’s  a  convention  or  association  of 
pastor  is  the  author  and  conservative  churches. 

activist  Tim  LaHaye.  Hie  churches  In  a  related  case,  the  high  court 
were  joined  in  their  suit  by  two  associ-  heard  oral  arguments  that  Old  Order 
ations  of  Christian  schools,  based  in  Amish  employers  should  not  be  forced 
San  Diego  and  Castro  Valley,  Calif.  to  pay  Social  Security  taxes  for  their 
Last  April  a  U.S.  District  Court  in  employees.  Such  action,  argued  the 
California  ruled  for  the  schools,  hold-  small  sect’s  attorney,  amounts  to  sin 
ing  that  the  laws  as  applied  exces-  in  the  view  of  the  Amish.  Attorney 
sively  entangled  state  officials  in  Francis  X.  Caiazza  argued  further 
church  affairs.  that  because  the  Amish  take  care  of 

their  own  aged  members,  they  have  no 
Federal  and  state  laws  in  California  need  for  Social  Security  benefits, 
exempt  churches,  conventions  and  as-  The  federal  government  argued  on 
sociattons  of  churches,  and  separately  the  other  side  that  it  has  a  “legitimate 

formed  corporations  set  up  by  state  Interest”  in  requiring  the  un¬ 
churches  from  paying  unemployment  dorm  application  of  the  Social  Sec- 
compensation  taxes.  Such  exemptions  urity  law. 

do  not  apply,  however,  to  religious  (Has toy  writes  far  the  Baptist  Joint 
schools  not  affiliated  with  a  church  or  Committee. ) 


By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON,  (BP)-In  a  case 
complicated  by  suits  and  counter-suits 
involving  several  Christian  schools  in 
California  and  the  state  and  federal 
governments,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
agreed  to  decide  if  a  lower  federal  tri¬ 
bunal  erred  when  it  held  earlier  this 
year  that  church-related  schools  are 
exempt  from  federal  and  state  laws 
governing  unemployment  compensa¬ 
tion. 


These  are  the  Nashes.  headed  for  Ghana  as  foreign  missionaries.  They  are  Ben  and 
Sandra,  and  Amy  and  Ben.  III.  The  story  of  their  route  to  mission  service  is  told  in  this 
issue. 


(Continued  on  page  2) 
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President’s  address 


Mississippi  Baptists  in  God’s  human  network 


rent  the  story  of  Paul  might  have  been  without  these  church  is  the  source  of  my  distress  when  1  hear  of  any  one 
people,  some  of  them  obscure,  who  helped  the  vision  be-  of  our  churches  being  torn  by  strife, 
come  the  continuing  reality  erf  his  life.  It  is  sobering  to  Some  of  our  churches  are  experiencing  strifeon  the  level 

remember  thatoften  when  a  life  at  great  potentialities  fails  of  members  with  other  members  within  the  body  of  believ- 
to  fulfill  them,  it  is  not  the  virion  which  is  lacking,  not  the  ers.  Others  are  experiencing  strife  between  the  sheep  and 
shining  at  the  light  of  God,  but  the  human  network,  the  the  shepherd. 

touch  of  other  lives  at  a  critical  time.  In  the  outstretched  In  every  Instance  of  the  fracturing  of  the  fellowship  of  a 
hand  of  Ananias  lay  the  future  at  Saul  of  Tarsus  and  his  bodyofbelieversltissafetosaythattheclearlydelineated 
service  to  Christ.  It  was  a  creative  handclasp.  Ananias'  instructions  of  Christ  on  the  subject  of  healing  broken  rela- 
word  "brother”  was  a  word  of  authentic  magic ;  it  was  the  tionships  that  are  found  in  Matthew  18 : 15-20  have  not  been 
“open  sesame”  to  a  new  world  for  Saul,  and  for  the  Christ-  faithfully  followed. 

ian  church  Of  deep  concern  to  me  is  the  fact  that  when  the  church  is 

Since  God  does  use  human  instruments  to  bring  people  to 
frith  and  growth  In  Christ.  Dr.  Luccock*  sobering  ques-  saving  of  the  lost  and  of  building  up  thesav«T 
tion,  “Are  we  a  real  part  of  any  human  network  over  which  A*Dr  Luccoek  said.  How  differentthe  story  ofPaul 

others  may  pass  from  an  old  life  to  a  new  one?",  presses  |”«ht  have  been  vritoout  the  people”  whom  God  used  n 
itself  upon  usas  Mississippi  Baptists  at  every  level  of  our  those «*  his  conversion  The  same  can  be  said 

about  the  people  in  our  churches.  ♦ 

exisieme.  .  . _ . _ —  „„„  ,u..  u.™ 


confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
father,”  will  be  fulfilled. 

I  am  also  mare  firmly  convinced  each  day  that  God  al¬ 
ways  has  wanted  to  use  a  human  network  to  get  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  to  every  person  on 
earth  so  that  every  person  may  joyfully  be  a  part  at  the 
bowing  and  confessing  Paul  foresaw. 

The  experience  of  the  apostle,  when  he  was  still  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  serves  to  clearly  illustrate  God’s  use  of  other  per¬ 
sons  to  bring  a  man  to  the  point  of  bowing  at  the  name  of 
Jesus  and  confessing  him  as  Lord. 

Halford  Luccock,  in  his  book  “The  Acts  of  The  Apostles 
In  Present  Day  Preaching,”  has  said,  “One  of  the  many 
fascinating  aspects  of  the  conversion  of  Paul  is  the  extent 
to  which  we  can  see  the  network  of  human  lives  behind  the 
great  result  of  that  personality  turned  in  a  new  direction.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  instances  of  the  truth  that  in  the 
background  of  every  great  human  event  there  Is  an  Intri¬ 
cate  weaving  of  other  lives.  We  can  easily  see  the  shining 
event;  we  do  not  always  or  often  glimpse  the  personal 
channels  along  which  came  the  influences  contributing  to 
the  total  result.” 

When  one  carefully  observes  the  human  network  in  the 
conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  there  are  seen  the  people  who 
led  the  blinded  man  to  Damascus;  Judas,  in  whose  house 
he  found  hospitality;  Ananias,  who  came  with  brotherly 
hafcids  of  help;  the  unnamed  disciples  among  whom  he 
spemCcer  tain  days .  ”  Each  one  played  an  important  role  if! 


By  Brooks  Wester  • 

Phillippians  2:18-11 
Acts  9:1-28 

I  am  more  firmly  convinced  each  day  that  the  writing  of 
history  is  the  recording  of  the  actions  of  the  eternal  God  in 
the  affairs  of  the  human  family  as  we  inexorably  approach 
that  time  when  the  divinely  inspired  vision  of  the  apostle 
Pual  that  speaks  of  an  hour— “That  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow”— "and  that  every  tongue  should 


Yates  is  new  MBC  president 

James  Yates,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Yazoo  City,  was  elected  by  acclamation  as  president 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Tuesday. 

Yates,  who  recently  celebrated  his  20th  year  as 
pastor  in  Yazoo  City,  succeeds  Brooks  Wester,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  who  de¬ 
clined  a  traditional  second  one  year  term  as  presi¬ 
dent. 

Wester  explained  in  an  aside  from  his  presidential 
message  Monday  that  a  $1.2  million  expansion  prog¬ 
ram  at  his  church  in  Hattiesburg  prevents  him  from 
giving  the  officjfcthe  time  it  needs. 

Yates,  who  was  to  preach  the  convention  sermon 
Tuesday  evening,  was  chairman  of  the  convention 
order  of  business  committee,  and  is  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


th£  tojhl  event.  To  (giote  Dr.  Luccock  again,  "How  diffe- 
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Mississippi  Baptists  in  God’s  human  network 


( Continued  from  page  0 

Jesus?” 

Beyond  the  local  church  we  Baptists  have  devised  those 
othek  parts  of  the  human  network  that  God  has  been  effec¬ 
tively  using  to  reach  people  for  Christ  in  our  associations, 
our  state,  our  nation,  and  the  world.  Every  person  in  our 
structures  at  every  level  should  honestly  appraise  his  work 
in  the  glaringlightof  that  sobering  question,  “Are  we  a  real 
^0*  part  in  our  personal  lives,  and  our  functioning  in  our  work, 
j  of  God ’shuman  network  over  which  others  may  pass  from 
'  an  old  life  to  a  new  one?" 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  attempting  to  strengthen  and 
lengthen  God’s  network  through  every  part  of  our  struc¬ 
ture.  Our  support  of  our  three  colleges  is  a  clear  demonst¬ 
ration  of  our  commitment  to  helping  Our  young  become  the 
best  trained  people  possible.  We  want  them  to  be  a  part  of 
God’s  human  network  while  on  campus,  and  forever  after 
wherever  God  may  place  them. 

Every  administrator,  trustee,  and  faculty  member 
should  function  daily  in  the  light  of  his  responsibility  to  God 
for  being  a  part  of  His  network  for  bringing  all  men  under 
the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ 

As  a  part  of  Mississippi  Baptists’  attempting  to  lengthen 
their  part  in£eti’s  network,  we  have  entered  into 
“Partnership  tn  Missions"  agreements  with  California 
Baptists  in  the  United  States,  and  with  the  Baptists  of  three 
nations  in  South  America :  Paraguay,  Uruguay  and  Argen¬ 
tina. 

1  have  been  very  gratified  by  the  reports  of  some  of  the 
results  of  dur  partnership  with  our  brethren  in  California. 
New  church  buildings  have  been  constructed  by  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  families  using  vacation  from  work  time  to 
travel  and  labor  alongside  the  dedicated  members  of  small 
congregations  in  California. 


ft  has  been  a  source  of  rejoicing  for  me  to  hear  of  people 
being  won  to  faith  in  our  Lord  and  uniting  with  the  locafcii 
church  as  a  result  of  the  witness  of  Mississippi  Baptists  iac 
evangelistic  outreach  in  the  state  of  California.  « 

For  this  dream  to  become  reality,  more  and  more  people 
from  our  churches  and  association  in  Mississippi  must); 
link  hearts  and  hands  with  our  brethren  in  California  it) 
working  toward  that  time  when  every  knee  shall  bow  aid, 
every  tongue  shall  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.  ,j 

The  further  challenge  of  strengthening  and  lengthening  „ 
Mississippi  Baptists’  place  in  God’s  human  network  ova,.' 
which  he  can  bring  people  to  faith  in  Christ  is  present  in  our, ) 
partnership  with  the  Baptists  of  Paraguay,  Uruguay,  ane  , 
Argentina.  Allow  me  to  briefly  summarise  what  was  one 
the  most  physically  exhausting,  and  yet  spiritually  exhil  j 
rating,  two  weeks  of  my  life. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly,  Miss  Marjean  Patterson,  Doi. 
McGregor,  Paul  Harrell,  and  Jason  Carlisle  left  Jacksoa 
on  Mhrch  7,  and  travelled  to  Asuncion,  Paraguay.  There'1 
they  visited  with  the  missionaries  and  national  leaders  of  ; 
the  Baptists  of  Paraguay.  They  observed  the  need  for 
partnership  assistance  in  medical  services,  as  the  Baptist  ' 
hospital  is  a  powerful  witness  for  Christ  in  Asuncion.  Their 
churches  can  use  skills  in  educational  and  musical  minis-1 
tries  as  well  as  evangelistic  outreach  through  visitation. 
There  are  also  needs  for  all  kinds  of  skills  in  construction.  > 
At  the  next  stop  on  Tuesday,  March  10,  Dr.  James  Yates  u 
and  I  joined  the  group  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay.  We  also 
met  with  the  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  the  na-1 
tional  leaders  for  lengthy  sessions. 

Uruguay  is  a  nation  with  religious  freedom  that  in  prac¬ 
tice  is  freedom  from  religion.  Secular  materialism  is  the 
real  religion  of  much  of  the  population  of  that  lovely  nation 
Yet  ,  Baptists  are  growing  in  their  impact  on  society  as  they 


witness  through  their  churches,  the  seminary,  and  a  radio 
ministry.  They,  too,  need  assistance  with  the  same  skills 
needed  in  Paraguay. 

On  Thursday  we  flew  from  Montevideo  to  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina.  Missionaries  met  us  and  took  us  to  the  Baptists’ 
International  Seminary  in  that  great  city  of  more  than  10 
million  people. 

For  two  days  the  leaders  shared  with  us  concerning  their 
100  year  history,  where  they  believe  they  now  are  in  the 
development  of  their  dream  to  win  Argentina  for  Christ, 
and  something  of  their  strategies  for  achieving  their 
dreams. 

The  missionaries  told  us  that  our  meeting  was  the  first 
time  to  their  knowledge  that  Argentine  Baptists  had  ever 
taken  such  a  searching  look  at  themselves. 

Perhaps  their  greatest  need  from  Mississippi  Baptists  is 
our  prayer  power  and  personnel  to  come  over  and  help 
them  break  out  of  a  psychological  barrier  that  confines 
most  of  their  congregations  to  a  membership  of  30  to  80 
people.  They  are  in  great  need  of  pastoral  leadership,  edu¬ 
cational  training,  and  musical  development . 

The  people  in  the  chuf  ches  of  these  three  nations  are  very 
warm  hearted  in  their  faith  and  responsive  to  any  sugges¬ 
tion  that  might  help  them  reach  people  for  Christ.  The 
dedication  of  their  laity  is  an  inspiration  to  observe. 

How  can  we  get  involved  you  ask?  Carefully  through  out 
procedures  agreed  upon  by  the  leaders  and  missionaries  of 
the  three  countries,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  those 
of  us  who  represented  you  last  March,  are  to  be  used  in 
helping  you  get  involved. 

The  people  of  the  churches  in  eaefreountry  will  prayer¬ 
fully  decide  upon  the  most  needed  work  to  be  done  in  their 
church.  They  preserit  their  request  to  their  association  for 
evaluation  aid  recommendation  to  their  Convention,  and 
the  missionary  family. 


Executive  Committee  names 
Stevens,  votes  disaster  aid 


A  replacement  for  Mrs.  Clyde  Net¬ 
tles  in  the  Convention  Board  business 
office,  the  selection  of  sites  for  the  an¬ 
nual  Evangelism-Bible  conferences 
for  1963  and  1964,  and  approval  of  dis¬ 
aster  aid  for  the  hurricane  victims  of 
Los  Mochis,  Mexico,  were  items  of 
business  bandied  by  the  board’s 
Executive  Committee  as  it  met  just 
prior  to  the  pre-convention  board 
meeting. 

The  specific  date  for  Mrs.  Nettles  re¬ 
tirement  has  not  been  set,  but  Bettie 
Stevens  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was 
named  to  begin  work  on  Dec.  tin  order 
to  begin  to  learn-the  board’s  financial 
operation.  Mrs.  Nettles  works  in  ac¬ 
counting. 

California  Baptists  moved  into  Los 
Mochis  in  the  state  of  Sinaloa  in 
Mexto*  with  disaster  relief,  im¬ 
mediately  sifter  HtnTtcant  Lydia 

li— Fiji  n'iHIHHillHiN  I  llRIMl1 

hoir  a»S<f 

liniln,  l— IflTTii  I  mill  tWswSS  au¬ 
thorized  by  a  telephone  poll  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  action  at 
thjs  meeting  confirmed  that  poll. 

Another  telephone  poll  that  was  con¬ 
firmed  was  one  to  advance  the 
Brotherhood  Department  $25,000  for 
the  construction  of  a  pavilion  at  Cent¬ 
ral  Hills  Baptist  Retreat.  The  pavilion 
was  built  by  volunteer  labor  furnished 
by  men  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Aber¬ 
deen. 

The  $25,000  will  be  returned  to  the 


Convention  Board  through  fund  drives 
projected  by  Royal  Ambassadors. 

The  Evangelism-Bible  Conference 
for  1963  will  be  held  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Starkville;  and  the  1964  con¬ 
ference  will  be  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Gulfport.  Already  chosen  was 
the  1962  site  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Vicksburg. 

The  coast  area  is  being  accented 
during  1964  because  of  a  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  meeting  and  commission¬ 
ing  service  to  be  held  there  in  April  of 
that  year. 

Properties  for  ministerial  housing  at 
William  Carey  College  were  deeded  to 
the  college  by  the  Board  of  Ministerial 


of  the  property.  The  portion  of  the 
property  that  lies  along  Highway  90 
has  a  commercial  zoning.  The  opposi- 
tion  to  the  zoning  change  supports 
those  holding  the  option  on  the  prop¬ 
erty. 

Another  action  authorized  changing 
the  telephone  system  at  the  Baptist 

Building  at  the  request  of  the  tele-  , 

phone  company  While  the  present  Royal  AmbaSSadOTS  help  bUlId 
system  is  relatively  new,  it  has  not  ' 


system  is  relatively  new,  it  has  not 
worked  out  satisfactorily  from  the 
telephone  company  standpoint 
The  third  item  was  the  agreement  to 
ask  attorneys:  to  make  necessary 
clarification  on  a  rental  agreement  for 
apartments  at  Gulf  shore  Baptist  As 


Royal  Ambassador  boys  from  First  Church,  Aberdeen,  participated  in  the  building 
of  the  pavilion  at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  last  weekend.  RA  boys  statewide  are 
being  asked  to  raise  the.  $25,000  to  pay  for  materials  which  went  into  building  the 
paviBcfi.  }  ;  . 


the  college  by  the  Board  of  Ministerial  aparunems  at  cruusnore  napusi  as-  -p  ,  -i  . 

Education.  The  Executive  Committee  sembly.  The  apartments  would  be  av-  MiinffCllSIIl 
approved  the  sale  of  the  properties,  ailable  at  times  other  than  summer  for  ’  ~ 

authorized  earlier  by  poll ,  in  order  that  senior  adults  for  period  of  one  month  Hi  k  I  p  mpfit 
thaproceeda  from  the  sale  can  be  used  or  more.  ^ 

-t^uiiijaifyB—ffn  Hatton  the  cam^cn, /BHMtW)isittee'flfa«  authorised  the  (CanJinue«Lfc#mtpage  1) 

— elmitency  ap^rt-^^spendiDg  <rf  *6,0*S  for  repairs  on  FA-^3.  Tirfhert^lltoadtheBible 

meats-  ......  .  motor  of  the  tractor  that  pulls  tie  study  an  Acbf  6:7;  and  8:4,  entitled, 

Thn  Ripei.tivp  Committee  inined  the  convention’s  s  disaster  van.  Hie  trac-  rgjeCtardi:  Growing  and  Going.” 


The  Executive  Committee  joined  the 
Business  Advisory  Committee  on 
three  matters.  The  two  bodies  are  op¬ 
posing  a  zoning  change  for  the  Kit- 
tiwake  property  in  Pass  Christian.  The 
change  would  make  a  part  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  available  for  single-family  only 
residences  instead  of  multi-family  re¬ 
sidences  as  it  now  is.  An  option  has 
been  taken  on  the  property  with  the 
view  of  establishing  a  mission  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Long  Beach,  on  a  part 


tor  was  not  new  when  it  was  purch¬ 
ased.  The  money  will  Come  from  disas¬ 
ter  relief  funds. 

Miss  Stevens  now  works  for  the 
Florida  Baptist  Convention  in  the  bus¬ 
iness  office.-  She  has  also  worked  for 
Gulf  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation  and  has  a  certificate  in  com¬ 
puter  programming  from  the  Compu¬ 
ter  Languages  Corporation  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Missions  came  roundabout 


Then  Hogue  and  Draper  will  close 
out  with  sermons.  Hogue  will  preach 
on  “Gifted  by  the  Spirit,’’  Draper  on 
“Sent  by  the  Spirit.” 

Opportunities  will  be  given  to  par¬ 
ticipants  to  attend  any  two  special  in¬ 
terest  conferences  during  the  pro¬ 
gram,  one  at  9 :45  a.m. ,  on  the  2nd ;  and 
one  at  g:  15  that  afternoon. 

The  special  interest  sessions  are  to 
be  on  “Fundamentals  of  our  Faith,”’ 
each  to  be  led  by  a  Bible  scholar.  These 
“fundamentals"  include:  evangelism, 
the  Bible,  creation,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
atonement,  election,  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  church. 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
same  church,  First  Baptist,  Oxford. 
Their  mothers  were  good  friends,  ac¬ 
tive  in  Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 
His  father  was  directorof  housing  at 
Ole  Miss;  hers  taught  pharmacy  and 
later  was  dean  of  the  graduate  school. 
He,  Lewis  Nobles,  is  now  president  of 
Mississippi  College. 

Sandra,  back  in  the  tenth  grade,  felt 
led  toward  Christian  service.  But  later 
in  college  at  MC,  “I  realized  I  was  fal¬ 
ling  in  love  with  Ben she  said ,  but  she 
never  verbalized  it— especially  to  Ben . 
“All  he  ever  talked  about  was  practic¬ 
ing  medicine  in  Mississippi , "  she  said . 

Sandra  adopted  a  wait-and-see 
philosophy.  Though  she  suffered  from 
a  little  restlessness,  she  decided  “if  it 
was  missions,  when  it  was  time,  the 
Lord  would  deal  with  Ben.” 

Following  medical  school  in 
Jackson,  and  into  a  family  practice  re¬ 
sidency,  she  would  mention  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  short  term  mission  projects 
and  Ben  would  say  he  didn’t  have  time. 
He  would  pitch  out  information  about 
medical  missions  as  junk  mail  and 
Sandra  would  pick  it  out  of  the  trash 
and  back  into  the  stack  of  mail. 

When  Sandra  stopped  asking  about 
volunteer  service,  Ben  started  reading 
the  material.  Today,  he  admits  he 
never  knew  she  had  been  raiding  the 
trash  cans. 

After  the  residency,  they  moved  to 
Starkville.  Ben  entered  an  established 
family  practice  with  "more  business 
than  we  could  handle.”  He  said  he  felt 
“fulfilled.” 

But  in  June  of  1980,  “I  began  to  have 
a  sense  of .  .  .  incqpipleteness'  is  the 
word  I  keep  coming  back  to,"  recalled 
Ben.  Though  he  felt  rewards  from  the 
family  practice,.  Ben  began  involving 
himself  iiyffiany  activities.  He  joined 
the  local  ichaj  ter  of  Agricultural  Mis¬ 
sions,  began  eaching  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  boys  on  Wednesday  nights, 
joined  the  Optimists,  was  a  United 
Way  director  gnd  was  elected  to  the 
Health  Systemlr  X^ency  regional 
_  council.  “I  was  busy,”  he  said,  “but 


still  felt  we  weren’t  doing  enough." 
Back  then  he  told  his  wife.  “Sandra,  I 
feel  like  there’s  something  I’m  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  doing." 

The  Nasbes  met  some  independent 
missionaries  at  a  meeting  in  Tupelo 
and  learned  of  some  of  the  medical 
needs  be  could  help  fulfil  on  a  short 
term  basis.  This  past  January,  Ben 
went  to  Honduras  to  work  with  one  of 
the  independent  missionaries  in  clinic, 
seeing  hundreds  of  patients  in  an  eight 
day  period. 

But  long  before  he  visited  Honduras, 
he  and  Sandra  had  made  long  strides 
on  the  road  to  missions.  Their  friend¬ 
ship  with  Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox  helped 
to  lead  them  down  that  road. 

The  Coxes.  Mississippians,  now  re¬ 
turned  to  Upper  Volta,  had  been  in 
Starkville  to  work  on  a  graduate  de¬ 
gree  in  agriculture.  The  Coxes  and 
N ashes  arrived  in  Starkville  about  the 
same  time,  joined  the  same  church, 
and  the  four— plus  their  children— 
became  fast  friends. 

Shortly  before  the  Coxes  were  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Africa,  Larry  gave  a  slide  show 
of  the  work  there.  The  people  of  First 
Church,  Starkville  saw  slides  of 
hunger,  poverty— village  scenes  of 
mud  huts  and  open  latrine  ditches. 
“That  spoke  to  me  of  the  advantages 
we  enjoy  medically  here,”  said  Ben. 

In  the  middle  of  the  slide  show, 
Larry  stopped,  and  told  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  “I  feel  we  need  to  pray  for  a 
couple  that  need  to  go  into  mission  ser¬ 
vice.” 

Sandra  recalled,  “I  lowered  my 
head  (saying  silently)  ‘God.  be  with 
the  couple.’  1  looked  up  at  Ben  and 
knew  he’d  been  hit.” 

Ben,  looking  back,  said.  "As  op¬ 
posed  to  the  blinding  flash  of  light,  it 
was  the  still,  small  voice  that  nudged 
me  and  said  this  is  what  you  can  be 
doing." 

After  the  service  that  night.  Sandra 
had  to  go  to  a  meeting,  and  Ben  got 
paged,  returned  home  at  midnight. 
Sandra  was  waiting  for  him.  still  (Mes¬ 
sed.  They  talked  into  the  night  and 
talked  with  Larry  and  Cheryl  the  next 
day.  They  discussed  the  conflicts  in¬ 


volved  in  leaving  the  practice,  family, 
moving  the  children  to  another  conti¬ 
nent. 

Elating  out  with  the  Coxes  Monday 
night,  the  Nashes  discovered  that  they 
were  not  even  the  couple  that  Larry 
had  had  in  mind  for  the  prayer.  .“By 
Tuesday  morning  we  were  sure  this 
( missions)  was  what  the  Lord  wanted 
us  to  do.”  said  Sandra. 

At  peace,  the  Nashes  began  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  applying  for  service  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  In  November. 
1960,  Ben  informed  his  patients  that  he 
would  be  leaving  the  practice  in  June. 
1981  due  to  “further  education.”  The 
FMB  had  asked  them  not  to  bandy  the 
information  about  to  any  but  their  pa¬ 
rents  until  the  appointment  was  made 

This  fall  they  began  a  semester’s 
study  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  prior 
to  orientation  which  begins  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  After  orientation,  the  Nashes 
will  go  to  Nalerlgu  where  Ben  will  be 
one  of  three  missionary  physicians, 
working  with  about  the  same  number, 
of  nurses  at  the  hospital  there. 

Nalerigu  was  the  Nashes’  first  choice 
for  service.  K 

Three  days  a  week  the  group  will  see 
490-700  people  in  a  clinic.  The  rest  of 
the  time  they  will  care  for  the  patients 
in  the  75  bed  hospital  which  usually  ha^ 
106  patients  at  . a  time. 

Ben  noted  that  in  the  U.S.,  the  aver¬ 
age  general  practitioner  sees  146  pa-, 
tients  a  week. 

“We  won’t  have  a  telephone  in. 
Nalerigu,”  said  Sandra  whose  laugh 
indicated  she  thought  it  no  loss. 

And  the  only  other  Westerners  will 
be  the  missionary  famil  ies  living  in  the 
compound.  Five  or  six  preschool  chil-j 
dren  already  live  at  the  compound  j 
The  village  has  about  100  huts  and  is  a. 
tribal  capital .  Though  the  country’s  of- ' 
ficial  language  is  English,  few  in  the; 
North  speak  It.  And  the  Muslim 
ence  is  strong. 

Wayne  Coleman,  a  former  pastor  of  ' 
the  Nashes,  told  them,  “You’ll find  the' 
happiest  place  you’ll  be  is  in  the  center.' 
of  the  Lord's  will  ” 


First,  Starkville  will  host  later 
adult  SS  leadership  conference 


First  Baptist  Church,  Starkville, 
will  host  a  Sunday  School  leadership 
conference  for  all  who  work  with  later 
adults  (age  60  and 
up),  Friday  night, 
November  20. 

The  program  be¬ 
gins  with  a  banquet 
at  6  p.m.  James 
Berthelot,  consul¬ 
tant,  adult  program 
section,  Sunday 
School  department, 
Berthelot  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  in  Nashville,  will  be  the 
banquet  speaker  and  conference. 


Following  prayerful  evaluation,  the  requests  are  sent  to 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  from  the  Board  to  Missis¬ 
sippi  Bapist  Convention,  and  in  turn  to  our  associations  and 
churches.  You  have  been  reading  of  some  of  those  requests 
in  the  Baptist  Record. 

From  our  side,  the  same  procedure  is  followed  back 
through  those  same  lines  of  communication.  As  an  exam¬ 
ple:  A  member  of  your  church  is  impressed  to  of  fer  himself 
to  participate  in  rebuilding  an  earthquake-destroyed 
church  building  in  San  Juan  Province  of  Argentina. 

The  person  should  share  that  impression  with  the  church 
and  association  and  wi  Ih  the  coordinator  of  our  partnership 
in  Mississippi ,  Rev.  Jason  Carlisle  in  our  Baptist  Building. 
In  turn,  the  information  is  sent  through  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  to  the  mission  in  Argentina,  and  from  them  to 
the  leaders  of  the  Province  and  on  to  the  church  that  first 
made  the  request.  In  this  way  there  will  be  no  surprises 
anywhere  along  the  way. 

Mississippi  Baptists— we  are  a  part  of  God’s  human  net¬ 
work  over  which  others  may  pass  from  an  old  life  to  a  new 
one,  and  we  must  keep  that  network  strong  and  growing  in 
our  individual  lives,  our  local  churches,  our  associations, 
and  our  convention. 

We  are  at  a  time  when  God  has  given  us  great  opportun¬ 
ity  to  reach  out  to  others  in  our  state,  California,  and  three 
other  nations,  that  the  people  may  know  the  name  of  Jesus 
and  with  their  tongues  confess  that  he  is  Lord. 

When  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  he  began  a  search  for 
the  souls  of  men  that  shall  not  end  until  the  Kingdoms  of 
this  world  shall  become  the  Kingdom  of  our  Christ  and  we 
are  privileged  to  be  a  part  of  his  search  today. 

Let  us  determine  we  will  not  falter  in  our  keeping  of  the 
trust  he  has  placed  in  us.  Let  us  in  deed  and  in  truth  be  a 
part  of  God’s  human  network  for  helping  the  world  to  know 
Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

Johnsey  will 
lead  Paraguay 
Bible  study 

Dennis  Johnsey,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Summit,  and  his  wife  will 
leave  Mississippi  Nov.  22  for  Asuncion, 
Paraguay,  to  participate  in  a  retreat 
for  missionaries  to  be  held  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  camp  in  Paraguay. 

Johnsey  will  conduct  a  Bible  study 
during  the  three-day  retreat.  He  will 
have  three  sessions  each  day.  Mrs. 
Johnsey  will  work  with  the  mis¬ 
sionaries'  children.  The  retreat  will  be 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  in 
j  I  cj  which  they  arrive  in  Paraguay . 

1 1  The  expenses  for  Johnsey  will  be 

>ated  in  the  building  paid  by  the  missions  endowment  fund 
l  boys  statewide  are  of  Man  tee  Baptist  Church.  Hewaspas- 
int  into  building  the  tor  there  before  he  went  to  Summit 
Mrs.  Johnsey  will  be  going  at  her  owt 
expense. 

Med-Dental 
Fellowship  to 

meets  J&y .  F2-1 ' 

About  500  Southern  Baptist  physi¬ 
cians  and  dentists  will  converge  on 
Nashville,  Nov.  12-15,  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Baptist  Medical  Dental 
Fellowship  (BMDF)  at  the  Executive 
n. 

Cecil  Sherman,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Asheville,  N.C.,  will  lead 
the  Bible  study  at  each  session. 

Conferees  will  choose  from  semi¬ 
nars  on  dental  volunteer  oppor¬ 
tunities,  medical  volunteer  oppor¬ 
tunities,  disaster  relief,  nursing, 
Bill  Hales  of  Friendship,  Aberdeen.  career  missjonary  involvement,  local 
and  Bud  Everen  of  First  Church,  Aber-  cj,urc|,  clinics,  medical  work  with 
dee.";  P™pare  to  lay  shingles  on  the  American  Indians,  and  witnessing 

pavilion  roof  through  medical  and  dental  practice. 

Cutlines  reversed 
;  later  in  story  of 

erence  Puerto  Lempira 

Pictures  illustrating  a  story  about 
tool  Department  of  missions  work  in  Puerto  Lempira, 
laptist  Convention  Honduras,  by  James  E.  Smith  of 
ing  the  meeting  for  Tupelo  in  the  issue  of  Oct.  29  had  cut- 
'ficers,  and  depart-  lines  reversed.  The  story  concerned 
cal  churches.  Mose  providing  electricity  for  the  village, 
adult  consultant  for  One  picture,  on  Page  1,  was  of  a  man 

Sunday  School  De-  on  a  pole  and  others  working  below.  On 
Page  2  was  the  other  picture  of  two 

_  men  preparing  a  pole  for  use.  The  men 

on  Page  2  were  James  Allred  of  Har- 
it  men  to  be  small  rjsburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  and 
John  Price  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Anguilla.  On  Page  1  were  Bobby  Gor- 
amily  album  to  con-  don  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Rolling 
:  that  truth  is  some-  Fork,  and  Terrell  Mayo  of  Shiloh  Bap- 
ling.  tint  Church,  Louisville. 


The  Sunday  School  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  is  conducting  the  meeting  for 
teachers,  class  officers,  and  depart¬ 
ment  leaiders  in  local  churches.  Mose 
Dangerf ield  is  the  adult  consultant  for 
the  Mississippi  Sunday  School  De¬ 
partment. 

God  wants  great  men  to  be  small 
enough  to  be  used. 

It  takes  the  old  family  album  to  con¬ 
vince  some  people  that  truth  is  some¬ 
times  a  terrible  thing. 


Said  Sandra, 
tentment.” 


‘We  have  this  con-*. 


The  most  important  thing  we  do  Is 
send  missionaries.  The  second  most 
important  thing  we  do  is  report  results. 


Baptist  work  around  the  world  is  the  direct 
result  of  your  gifts.  You  need  to  know  how 
that  money  is  spent. 


Here  is  an  opportunity  for  you  to  receive 
the  monthly  update  on  what  Baptist 
activities  are  accomplishing  in  95 
countries  around  the  world. 

Subscribe  to  The  Commission  magazine 
for  one  year  by  sending  $5.00  with 
this  coupon  to: 

The  Commission,  Dept.  MSN2 
Box  6597,  Richmond,  Virginia  23230. 


Ask  your  pastor  about  special group  rates  through  the  church  subscription  plan 


House  churches  catch 
in  blue  collar  home  a 


Midwestern 
*  trustees  approve 
sabbaticals 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — 
Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
,  j .  Seminary  trustees  approved  sabbati¬ 
cal  leaves,  promotions  and  a  tenure 
I  appointment  at  their  semi-annual 
meeting. 

j  G.  Temp  Sparkman  was  promoted 
as  professor  of  religious  education  and 
(j,  church  administration,  effective  Jan. 

1,  1982.  Sparkman  has  been  a  Mid- 
,,  western  professor  since  1972.  He  had 
been  associate  professor  of  religious 
education  and  church  administration 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Tenure  was  granted  to  F.  William 
Ratliff  Jr.,  assistant  professor  of 
philosophy  of  religion  and  theology. 

The  trustees  elected  Samuel  E. 
Balentine,  instructor  in  Hebrew  since 
1979,  as  assistant  professor  of  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  and  Hebrew,  with  a  three-year 
contract. 

Six-month  sabbatical  leaves  were 
granted  V.  Lavell  Seats,  dean  of  stu¬ 
dents,  registrar  and  professor  of  mis¬ 
sions,  and  William  B.  Coble,  professor 
of  New  Testament  and  Greek.  Seats’ 
sabbatical  is  effective  July  1  -  Dec.  31, 
1963;  Coble’s,  Jan.  1  -  July  31,  1963. 

In  financial  matters,  the  trustees  re¬ 
ceived  the  1980-81  audit,  revised  the 
1981-82  operating  budget  and  gave  pre¬ 
liminary  approval  to  a  business  and 
financial  plan  and  an  investment  pro¬ 
cedure  plan  with  the  understanding 
that  these  will  be  presented  for  final 
adoption  at  the  annual  meeting  in 


By  Jerilynn  Armstrong 
FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— The 
sanctuary  is  the  living  room  of  a  rent¬ 
ed  house  with  folding  chairs  for  pews. 
Members  come  dressed -casually  in 
jeans  and  slacks.  The  atmosphere  is 
informal  and  friendly  among  the  40 
people  gathered  to  worship. 

This  is  not  a  scene  from  a  pioneer 
mission  area,  but  is  within  walking 
distance  of  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

About  three  years  ago  Gambrell 
Street  Baptist  Church,  one  block  east 
of  the  seminary,  launched  a  mission 


ATLANTA  (BP >— In  the  largest  on  the  field, 
commissioning  service  in  its  history.  Personal  testimonies  on  how  the 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  missionaries  and  chaplains  felt  Gat) 
Board  commissioned  75  missionaries  had  been  leading  them  were  brought 
and  endorsed  29  chaplains  in  a  joint  by  Bettye  Ann  Lovelady,  who  works  in 
service.  black  church  relations  at  Mississippi 

The  29  chaplains  endorsed  by  the  Baptist  Seminary  in  Jackson,  Miss.; 
board  included  12  military  chaplains  Jim  Hill,  church  extension  director  far 
and  spouses,  9  hospital  chaplains  and  the  Kansas  City  metro  area;  Jim  El- 
spouses,  7  industrial  chaplains  and  one  rod,  chaplain  at  Baptist  Medical 
for  business-industrial  chaplaincy.  Center,  Birmingham,  Ala. ;  and  David 
The  75  missionaries  commissioned  Campbell,  Army  chaplain  at  Ft.  Ben- 
included  28  involved  in  church  exten-  ning,  Ga. 
sion,  most  as  church  planter  appren¬ 
tices;  14  in  Christian  social  ministries;  Ti  •  v„l  rv  t 
18  in  rural-urban  missions;  four  in  -IkcVlVai  Uaie 
evangelism  and  three  in  black  church  Andrews  Chapel  Church  (Rankin); 
relations.  Nov.  15-18;  regular  services  on  Sun- 

All  missionaries  commissioned  had  day,  7  p.m.  each  night,  Mon.-Wed.;  J. 
previously  been  appointed  by  the  C.  Renfroe,  evangelist;  Jay  Hollowell, 


in  this  type  of  congregation  so  we  hope 
that  within  the  year  several  houst 
churches  will  be  able  to  split  and  start 
new  ones,”  Lewis  said.  “In  this  prog- 1 
ram  the  aim  is  not  to  get  big  but  U 
remain  a  small,  loving  fellowship  and 
hopefully  start  other  congregations.”  ' 

To  begin  a  new  church  two  or  three 
families  form  a  core  group  then  meet 
regularly  for  six  weeks  of  training. 

Their  tithes  are  used  to  rent  a  home  in 
the  neighborhood  they  will  serve,” 

Many  of  the  core  families  have  been 
seminary  students.  , 

“Gambrell  Street  has  given  the 
house  churches  tremendous  freedom 
with  only  minor  supervision,”  Lewis 
said.  “The  house  churches  are  au¬ 
tonomous  congregations  with  a  sepa¬ 
rate  budget  and  monthly  contributions 
to  the  Cooperative  Program  and  as 
sociational  missions.” 

Lewis  and  the  house  church  pastors 
agree  that  at  times  the  work  is  difficclt 
but  very  rewarding.  *  April  1982 

“I  believe  my  congregation  of  50  is  w.  .  ,  .  . 

as  much  work  as  a  church  of  300,"  said  Worldwide  giving 
Jim  Perkins,  pastor  of  Parkway  Bap-  CU/~'  •  °  i  J:  r\fTt 

tist  House  Church.  “My  people  rely  on  tO  ODL  jumps  10.9 /C 
me  not  just  to  preach  but  also  to  help  M 

them  find  housing,  move  them  and  at  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— 
times  buy  food  and  clothing  Undesignated  giving  to  worldwide 

...  .  .  ..  .  Southern  Baptist  causes  jumped  16.9 

“I  have  the  unique  opportunity  of  percent  m  October,  the  first  month  of 
sharing  intimately  in  the  lives  of  my  the  J961^2  fiscaJ  year 
membersand  hopefully reaching indi-  October’s  receipts  were  $6,837,811, 
viduals  not  drawn  to  the  traditional  ap  almost  a  doi^  over  0c. 

worship  service.  tober  1980. 

Church  member  George  Hogan  Designated  receipts,  which  fluc- 
agrees:  “Coming  to  Parkway  House  tuate  widely  during  the  year,  were 
Church  is  like  coming  to  a  family  reun-  down  46.5  percent  to  $966,854  for  Oc- 
ion  every  week.  Everyone  knows  each  tober. 

other  and  actively  participates  in  the  Combined,  designated  and  undesig- 
service.  If  it  wasn’t  for  this  house  nated'  receipts  were  $7,804,665.  up 
church  my  family  and  I  would  be  $146,472  or  1.9  percent  over  October 
sleeping  in  on  Sunday  mornings.”  1980. 


board,  and  most  already  are  serving  pastor. 

[■■U  URGENT  PRAYER  ASKED 


■  Dec.  18-28,  Gaza,  Cana,  Ramalah,  Nazareth,  Bethlehem 
and  Jerusalem  (we  prayerfully  ask  you  to  pray  daily) 

1.  Revival  services  in  each  of  ttiese  towns  by  pastors,  musi¬ 
cians,  and  laymen,  Dec.  21-24. 

2.  Rally  and  reception  in  Bethlehem  with  mayor  and  local 

DM  LAKRIMORE  ffBpj|||ff 

*•  °“e  hour  concert  in  famed ’Manger  Sq.  Pilgrimage  by 
issu  sm-ish  choir  and  orchestra. 

4.  Trip  includes  Masada,  Petra,  Dead  Sea,  Sea  of  Galilee,  Upper  Room 
service  and  many  others.  — , 

First  class  accommodation  —  $1,198  from  N;Y.  Leave  Dec.  18  -  Dec.  28 
For  information  call  -  (601 )  956-1891 


This  Christmas 
give  entertainment; 
give  guidance;  give 
inspiration;  give  joy- 
when  you  give 


25  years  of  missionary  service 

Four  missionaries  in  the  South  Brazil  Mission  wbre  given  pins  for  25  years’ 


rour  missionaries  in  tne  boutn  Brazil  Mission  wtore  given  pins  for  25  years'  service 
in  Brazil  at  the  annual  meeting  noting  Southern  Baptists’  100  years  of  uninterrupted 
witness  there.  The  four  are  (left  to  right)  Mattie  Lou  Bible,  Arkansas;  Jerry  and  William 
Ichter,  Louisiana  and  Pennsylvania  respectively;' and  Shirley  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
Miss  Bible  is  a  student  worker;  Mrs.  Ichter,  a  piano  teacher  and  church  music 
director;  Mr.  Ichter,  director  ofthe  convention  music  development  and  lay  volunteer 
coordinator  for  the  mission;  and  Miss  Jackson,  mission  bookkeeper  and  secretary. 
(FMB)  Photo  by  James  Kirk. 


Ethel  Church  takes  giant 
steps  in  mission  endeavor 


Baton  Rouge  station 
drops  church  for  news 


Lyna. Clayton 

Television  station  WBRC  has  dropped 
a  telecast  of  the  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services  of  First  Baptist  Church 
so  it  can  carry  an  ABC  network  news 
show. 

Worship  services  of  the  church  have 
been  telecast  for  almost  20  years.  The 
last  broadcast  was  Nov.  8. 

Jewells  Mayeau,  genera]  manager 
of  the  ABC  affiliate  Channel  2,  said  the 
decision  was  made  to  drop  the  one- 
hour  worship  service  so  the  station 
could  carry  an  expanded  Issues  and 
Answers  program.  David  Brinkley, 
the  newsman  who  just  left  NBC  to  join  in  1  hailand 
ABC,  will  host  the  news  show. 

“This  program  ((Issues  and  ROBESONIA,  Pa.  (EP)— Overseas 
Answers)  will  be  one  of  the  most  im-  Missionary  Fellowship  missionary 
portant  of  the  week,”  Mayeau  said.  Koos  Fietje  was  shot  and  killed  on  Oc- 
"Brinkley  will  be  talking  with  some  of  tober  24  in  Central  Thailand, 
the  most  important  people  in  Fietje,  38,  from  Cambridge,  On- 
Washington— and  in  the  world.  This  tario,  Canada,  had  returned  to  Thai 
show  will  make  news.”  land  only  last  July  with  his  family  to 

"This  is  not  a  complete  cancella-  begin  their  third  term  of 

tion,”  Mayeau  said.  “As  we  told  the  evangelism/church  planting  ministry. 

First  Baptist  Church  people,  after  we  On  October  24  he  was  speaking  to  a 

have  a  regional  meeting  with  ABC,  we  group  of  Thai  outside  Thatago,  Thai- 

will  search  for  a  new  time  and  new  land,  where  the  Fietjes  were 

program  ideas.”  stationed,  when  he  was  approached  by 

Mayeau  said  WBRC  does  not  carry  the  gunman  who  took  his  life, 
any  other  religious  program,  explain-  Interment  will  be  in  Bangkok.  Thai- 
....  ing,  “We  cannot  take  care  of  the  re-  land.  Fietje  is  survived  by  his  wife  Col- 

celebration  on  Homecoming  Day,  Oc-  pages  of  pictures,  and  two  historical  quests.  We  would  not  have  any  time  leen  and  three  children.  The  Fietjes 

tober  17, 1981.  tables,  one  of  which  contains  the-  left  if  we  sold  time  like  that”  bad  established  a  growing  church  in 

The  BSU  program  at  Mississippi  names  of  all  churches  that  ever  be-  He  said  that  the  telecast  of  the  First  Thatago,  a  Buddhist  stronghold  in 

State  was  started  in  the  school  year  of  longed  to  the  association  and  the  dates  Baptist  Church  worship  was  consi-  Central  Thailand. 

1925-28  but  it  did  not  have  a  president  of  membership.  Also  included  is  a  map  dered  free  time. 

until  1928-29  when  Owen  Cooper  of  of  the  association.  ‘  Keith  Chandler,  television  director  - 

Yazoo  City  served  in  that  position.  The  The  history  was  written  by  Laura  for  First  Baptist,  said  the  church  fur- 

BSU  center  located  on  East  Lee  Evans,  while  the  cover,  a  pen  and  ink  nished  its  own  three  color  cameras  and  It  U  impossible  to  mentally  and  so- 

Boulevard  was  dedicated  on  drawing,  was  done  by  Margaret  Daw-  “the  other  necessary  sophisticated  cially  enslave  a  Bible  reading  people. 

November  19, 1961,  sey.  equipment”  worth  about  $250,000  and 

The  program  highlights  included  The  association,  to  cover  the  cost  of  all  personnel  for  the  broadcast  at  the 
Ivan  Miles,  second  BSU  President;  printing,  is  selling  the  books  at  $6.00  church  and  paid  WBRC  $650  per 

Frank  Horton,  former  MSU-BSU  di-  per  copy.  "A  book  like  this  would  usu-  month. 

rector  1960-1963;  Jerry  Merrimafi,  ally  cost  more  than  this,”  said  Mrs.  “For  20  years,  First  Baptist  Church 

former  MSU-BSU  director  for  1969-  Evelyn  Lee,  chairman  of  the  History  has  served  the  community  erf  Baton 

1975,  now  state  director  of  student  Committee,  “but  we  priced  it  so  that  Rouge  through  telecasting  a  worship 

work;  and  Earl  Keiiy,  executive  sec-  more  people  will  be  able  to  buy  one.”  service.  They  have  paid  the  expense 

retary,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Copies  of  the  history  may  be  ordered  and  have  never  sought  other  funds 

Board  from  the  Pearl  River  Baptist  Associa-  from  the  viewers  or  anyone  else  ’’  Pa^ 

The  birthday  celebration  featured  tion,  Box  12,  Carriere,  MS  39426.  One  tor  Perry  Webb,  Jr.,  said, 

an  alumni  luncheon,  a  buffet  and  a  dollar  should  be  added  to  cover  the  “We  feel  an  obligation  to  the  many 
hayride.  cost  of  packaging  and  mailing.  people  who  cannot,  or  will  not  attend 


worship;  We  certainly  are  not  going  to“ 
close  the  a oor  M  W  pdssimw;  Wcon-”1 
tinue  this  service.”  ~ 

The  announcement  of  the  cancella¬ 
tion  came  six  weeks  after  an  El  Paso. 
Texas,  television  station  cancelled  the 
telecast  of  First  Baptist  Church 
there,  and  two  months  after  KOMA 
cancelled  the  telecast  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City. 

(Clayton  it  editor  of  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Message.) 


church 


this  past  year.  This  amount  is  26.4%  of  for  Attala  Association. 
its  gross  receipts. 

The  church,  during  the  1960-81  year, 
went  into  partnership  with  the  Polish 
Baptist  Church  of  Our  Saviour  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Ethel  Chqrch  was  the 
first  church  in  the  Attala  Association 
to  lead  out  in  the  “Partners  in  Pioneer 
Missions”  program  begun  by  Levon 
Moore,  associations!  missions  direc¬ 
tor.  Members  gave  over  $1600  to  the 
Ohio  church  dining  the  year  and  will* 
continue  support  during  the  coming 
year. 

Members  sponsored  one  of  their  Ac- 
teens  in  the  Sojourner  mission  prog¬ 
ram  this  past  summer.  Beth  Sartain 
was  supported  by  the  church  and 
served  at  the  Joy  Fellowship  Center, 

Houston,  Texas,  under  direction  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board. 

„  Each  special  mission  cause  has  been 
emphasized  and  the  response  has  been 


Pearl  River 
publishes 
its  history 


Reader’s  Digest  books  aim  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  of  those  who  use  thetn,  to 
foster  craftsmanship  and  the  pride  and 
pleasure  of  doing  things  for  yourself. 
Whether  remodeling  your  kitchen,  or  en¬ 
tertaining  your  family  with  the  songs  that 
have  delighted  generations,  or  teaching 
yourself  a  new  decorative  stitch,  you  will 
find  Reader's  Digest  books  a  valuable  guide. 

They’re  the  result  of  painstaking  research, 
written  by  experts,  packed  with  magnifi¬ 
cent  full-color  photographs,  drawings  and 
paintings.  Filled  with  information,  they  are 
extraordinary  values  for  the  money — 
among  the  most  thoughtful,  caring  gifts 
you  can  give.  * 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
BAPTIST  BOOK  STORE 


Now  Available  to  Age  64  or  Older 

Guaranteed  Issue 

Policy  Effective  Immediately 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  90  days 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital  and  Nurses  (Policy  Form  4991 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit, 

payable  in  Or  OUt  Of  hospital  (Endorsement-13#) 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

(Eadortemeat-71  —  Endorsement-93 ) 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

(Endor(emeat-7$) 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to. 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Company 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  28257,  Jocluoo,  MS  3M88 


Little  Texas  will 
dedicate  building 

Little  Texas  BaptistChurch,  Tunica, 
will  dedicate  its  new  building  Sunday. 
Nov.  15.  at  2  p.m. 

Featured  singers  for  the  service  will 
be  the  Glenn's  Chapel  Quartet,  The 
Messer  Family,  and  the  Jenkins  Fam¬ 
ily.  “All  preachers  who  have  formerly 
been  pastors  at  Little  Texas  are  in¬ 
vited  to  be  present,”  said  Maxine  Car¬ 
lisle,  church  member.  The  present 
pastor  is  V.  S.  Stewart. 


“Oldest  BSU  member  alive 
hurt  on  way  to  campus 


Paramaribo,  Surinam— September 
in  Surinam,  South  America,  is  a  vaca 
tion  month  for  students,  but  a  "labor 
month”  for  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries.  During  the  past  September,, 
five  Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  three 
churches  attracted  nearly  300  par 
ticipants.  Two  churches  held  extended 
camps  and  one-day  retreats,  and. 
another  held  an  evangelistic  cam-4 
paign.  For  missionaries,  translating 
and  preparing  VBS  and  camp  mate 
rials,  gathering  camping  supplies,  and 
enduring  the  tropical  heat  and  mos , 
quitoes  all  added  up  to  a  labor  month , 
according  to  missionary  Leo  Waldrop  , 
But,  because  of  the  labor.  September 
was  a  joyous  month  for  Surinamesi . 
believers  and  missionaries  alike,  Wal  ' 
drqp  said. 


Dewey  Knight,  83,  faithfully  attends  the  BSU 
Morning  Watch  at  Jones  County  Junior  College, 
reports  John  F.  Sumner.  Jr..  BSU  director. 
'Knight  is  known  and  loved  by  students  on  cam¬ 
pus,”  he  said  He  was  employed  by  the  college 
for  20  years." 

Recently,  after  Morning  Watch,  as  Knight  was 
on  his  usual  morning  trip  to  the  campus,  he  fell 
and  broke  hie  shoulder.  “He  is  recuperating  and 
we  hope  will  soon  be  back  in  Morning  Watch.” 
Sumner  said.  Ha  is  an  inspiration  to  us  at  the 
BSU  .” 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss  39301  Since  1899  Phone 


FOR  SALE:  60  theatre-type 
CHOIR  SEATS  ( 15  units  -  4  seats 
per  unit)  cushioned,  red  fabric. 
Ideal  for  use  in  choir  loft.  Ridge¬ 
crest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
MS  (001)  982-9126. 


Dewey  Knight 
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Me  claim  terms  needed  alter  M  days  BRZ 
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Baptists  and  Communists  .  .  . 

No  mixing  in  Russia 


HIS  WORDS  ARE  SPECIFIC  ENOUGH 


Communists  and  Baptists  don't  mix 
in  Russia. 

As  preparations  have  been  made  for 
four  Russian  Baptists  to  visit  Missis¬ 
sippi  this  month,  there  have  been  a  few 
who  have  claimed  that  they  are  Com¬ 
munists  and  agents  of  the  KGB,  a  Rus¬ 
sian  police  operation.  Such  a  concept  is 
far-fetched,  for  the  Communists  and 
the  Baptists  in  Russia  are  mutually 
exclusive. 

A  Communist  cannot  be  a  member 
of  a  Baptist  church  in  Russia,  and  a 
member  of  a  religious  organization  of 
any  sort  cannot  be  a  member  of  the 
Communist  party. 

There  are  indeed  two  groups  of  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Russia.  Russian  law  requires 
all  religious  groups  to  register  with  the 
government,  and  one  group  has  done 
this.  They  feel  they  can  do  a  better  job 
of  witnessing  if  they  are  not  required  to 
carry  on  their  activities  secretly. 
Another  group  of  Baptists  has  refused 
to  register,  and  it  has  been  forced 
underground.  Acknowledging  the 
fierce  spirit  of  independence  among 
Baptists,  we  can  understand  the  desire 
of  the  unregistered  group  to  refuse  to 
submit  to  regimentation.  Their  illegal 
siatus ,  however,  affects  their  ability  to 
communicate  effectively.  They  cannot 
hold  public  meetings.  The  other  group 


For  years  there  have  been  those  who 
have  complained  that  members  of  the 
registered  group  are  not  true  Baptists, 
or  they  would  not  register.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  registered  Baptists  say  they 
may  as  well  be  practical  about  the 
matter.  Though  registration  is  a  dis¬ 
tasteful  concept,  it  does  allow  open 


meetings. 

Perhaps  the  foremost  spokesman 
for  the  unregistered  Baptists  is  Georgi 
Vins.  He  spent  many  years  in  prison 
for  his  religious  activities,  and  it  was 
not  until  1979  that  he  became  part  of  a 
prisoner  exchange  between  Russia 
and  the  United  States;  and  he  came  to 
this  country.  He  spoke  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Houston  in  1979. 

Those  Baptists  coming  to  Missis¬ 
sippi  later  this  month  are  among  the 
leading  spokesmen  for  the  registered 
group.  They  are  Michael  Zhidkov. 
Moscow  pastor  for  20  years  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Baptist  Union ;  Alexei 
Bichkov,  general  secretary  of  the  All 
Union  Council  of  Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists;  and  Jakov 
Doukhonehenko,  the  superintendentof 
the  Baptists  of  the  Ukraine.  They  will 
be'  accompanied  by  an  interpreter  of 
the  International  Department  of  the 
All  Union  Council  named  Eugene 
-  Rousski.  Doukhonehenko  does  not 
speak  English. 

All  four,  of  these  men  attended  the 
Baptist  World  Congress  in  Toronto  in 
July  of  1980  as  delegates  from  Russia, 
so  any  rumor  that  one  of  them  was  re¬ 
fused  credentials  can  be  put  to  rest. 

Vins  was  at  the  Congress,  though  he 
no  longer  lives’in  Russia.  He  was  not 
allowed  to  appear  on  the  program,  as 
he  requested.  The  program  was 
printed  before  his  request,  and  BWA 
policy  does  not  allow  deviation  from 
the  printed  program,  a  spokesman 
said. 

Vins  was  given  press  credentials  toi 
cover  the  congress  and  was  present  at 
a  press  conference  in  the  congress  hall 
for  the  new  president,  Duke  McCall. 

Reinhold  Kerstan,  associate  secret¬ 
ary  for  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  told 


the  Baptist  Record  last  week  that 
there  are  5,040  registered  Baptist 
churches  in  Russia.  Of  these,  2,000  are 
in  the  Ukraine.  There  are  known  to  be 
at  least  545,000  members  of  these 
churches,  making  Russia  the  nation 
with  the  second  largest  concentration 
of  Baptists  in  the  world.  Kerstan  said 
the  actual  figure  of  those  identified 
with  the  registered  churches  might  be 
from  2  million  to  2 Vi  million  people. 

Two-thirds  of  the  Baptists  in  Europe 
are  in  socialist  countries,  he  said. 

The  Russian  Baptists  will  arrive  in 
the  United  States  on  Nov.  14  and  fill  a 
number  of  speaking  engagements  on 
Sunday.  Bichkov  will  speak  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City,  in  the 
morning  and  at  Parkway  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  in  the  evening.  On 
Monday  the  entire  group  will  visit  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  for  discus¬ 
sion  with  the  Convention  Board  staff 
and  appear  on  the  program  of  the 
Hinds-Madison  Association  Pastors’ 
Conference  at  noon.  Bichkov  will  leave 
Mississippi  that  day. 

The  others  of  the  group  will  remain 
in"  the  state  until  Wednesday.  On  Sun¬ 
day  Zhidkov  will  speak  at  Alta  Woods 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  in  the  evening.  On  Moqday 
evening  he  will  speak  at  an  associa- 
tional  mass  meeting  in  Greene  Associ¬ 
ation.  On  Tuesday  he  will  visit  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  during  the  mpming  and 
be  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Starkville, 
where  he  will  speak  and  participate  in 
a  period  of  fellowship  on  Tuesday 
evening. 

Doukhonehenko  will  be  at  First  Bap- 


'  list  Church,  Tupelo,  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  and  at  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  on  Sunday  evening.  On  Mon¬ 
day  evening  he  will  be  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Canton,  and  at  Mississippi 
College  on  Tuesday  morning.  He  will 
speak  and  participate  in  a  fellowship 
period  on  Tuesday  evening  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Columbus. 

Following  their  arrival  in  Jackson 
on  Nov.  14  all  of  the  Russians  will  go  to 
the  home  of  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  for  a  period 
of  relaxation.  Doukhonehenko  and 
Rousski  will  spend  the  nightthere.  The 
Russian  Baptists  will  be  in  the  United 
States  to  attend  a  Baptist  World  Al¬ 
liance  Executive  Committee  meeting 
Nov.  22-24  and  are  making  selected 
visits  in  the  States  in  connection  with 
that  meeting. 

These  are  fellow  Baptists  serving 
the  Lord  in  a  land  that  seems  strange 
to  us.  It  is  unlikely  that  we  will  ever  be 
called  on  to  serve  in  similar  cir¬ 
cumstances,  but  it-is  not  beyond  the 
realm  of  possibility. 

At  any  rate,  let’s  make  them  wel¬ 
come.  They  deserve  our  goodwill  and 
our  best  wishes.  We  will  want  to  pray 
for  them  as  they  return  to  their  own 
land  to  witness  under  difficult  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

On  a  recent  occasion  Bichkov  was 
speaking  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in 
Ruschlikon,  Switzerland.  A  student 
asked  him  what  Russian  Baptists  are 
going  to  do  after  Brezhnev  dies. 
Bichkov  answered  that  Russian  Bap¬ 
tists  didn’t  ask  what  they  are  going  to 
do  after  Khrushchev  died.  “The  future 
belongs  to  Jesus  Christ, ’**he  said. 
“That  is  the  hope  of  Russian  Bap¬ 
tists.” 


A  right  relationship  .  .  . 

The  fragility  of  life 


The  fragility  of  life  has  been  graphi¬ 
cally  pointed  out  to  Mississippians  in 
recent  days  ih  the  involvement  of  a 
school  bus  in  an  accident  with  a  log¬ 
ging  truck  and  in  the  abduction  and 
death  of  a  staff  member  of  a  savings 
and  loan  institution. 

In  both  instances  Baptist  lives  were 
lost. 

In  both  instances  people  in  good 
health  began  the  days,  that  were  their 
lastan  earth  expecting  nq  problems. , 

First,  the  Baptist  Record  extend*  its 


Guest  opinion  . 

Why  not  a 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 

.  When  a  church  loses  its  pastor,  one 
of  the  first  things  done  is  to  elect  a 
Pastor  Search  Committee.  1  am  sug- 
gOsting  that  our  churches  establish  a 
^placement  Committee. 

If  you  think  that  sounds  like  a  good 

Kospect,  please  read  on.  This  may  not 
exactly  what  you  had  in  mind. 

•  This  is  not  a  suggested  plan  for  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  a  pastor.  In  fact,  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  only  for  those  churches  that 
would  like  to  keep  the  present  pastor 

If  your  pastor  is  doing  a  great  job, 
your  people  are  happy  with  him,  and 
you  would  regret  losing  him,  then  your 
church  needs  a  Pastor  Replacement 
Committee.  , 

Here  is  how  it  works .  The  committee 
makes  a  survey  of  other  pastors  whom 
the  church  would  consider  calling  in 


genuine  sympathy  to  the  families  of 
those  whose  lives  were  so  suddenly  ta¬ 
ken.  Surely  these  have  been  days  of 
grief,  and  die  only  hope  of  comfort  lies 
with  the  mercy  which  the  heavenly 
Father  bestows  upon  us  without  any 
limit  in  measurement.  That  hope  is 
always  present,  and  that  mercy  is  al¬ 
ways  a  reality.  Surely  those  families 
involved  have  already  claimed  that 
merpy  for  their  own  and  are  being 

cpm)prjcq(tilf,Jtv>!jt  msm  jo  Me 

,_More  than  likely,,  they  .could  teach 


the  rest  of  us  some  things  in  that  re¬ 
gard. 

• 

Second,  these  tragedies  must  serve 
to  remind  us  that  each  day  must  be 
lived  within  the  will  of  that  Father 
whose  mercy  is  so  abundantly  availa¬ 
ble.  None  of  us  can  know  bom  day  to 
day  when  we  will  go  to  otir  eternal 
home.  We  must  be  ready  at' a  mo¬ 
ment’s  notice.  After  all,  how  does  life 
make  senseunless  l  t  be  lived  ih  a  right 
Ieetattonshi^with-iheeveatariof'UreF 


And  as  we  have  contemplated  the 
fragility  of  life,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  this  week  also  has  served 
to  etch  this  concept  into  our  minds,  for 
the  first  vice-president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  David  Pratt,  was  taken  so  sud¬ 
denly  so  shortly  before  the  convention. 
The  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Winona,  was  only  50  years  of  age.  And 
while  his  death  was  from  illness  rather 
than  vidlence  or  accident,  it  occurred 
nevertheless. much  earlier- in  his  life 
Unur-waft-to  have  been  expected.  - 


pastor  replacement  committee? 


the  event  the  present  pastor  should 
resign.  They  find  out  how  much  salary 
and  benefits  these  pastors  are  receiv¬ 
ing.  Because  the  expectations  of  the 
committee  are  high,  it  is  most  likely 
that  the  salaries  of  those  whom  they 
consider  will  be  much  higher  than 
their  own  church  is  paying 

After  that  comparison  is  made,  the 
committee  will  take  that  cost,  add  it  to 
the  cost  of  moving  a  new  pastor  to  the 
field  and  the  cost  of  re-working  the 
pastorium  before  a  new  pastor  comes 
I  new  carpet,  new  drapes,  new  washer 
and  dryer,  etc.,),  then  add  the  cost  of 
two  receptions,  one  reception  and  gift 
for  the  departing  pastor  and  one  for  the 
new  pastor,  add  the  cost  of  updating 
the  pastor's  study,  for  the  church 
wouldn't  want  a  new  pastor  to  come 
into  the  present  study  without  paint- 


ing,  adding  new  drapes,  new  shelves, 
and  perhaps  even  a  new  desk  and 
chair.  The  chances  are  that  the  kind  of 
pastor  you  would  expect  to  get  to  re¬ 
place  the  one  you  have  is  being  pro¬ 
vided  a  generous  retirement  program, 
good  hospital  allowance,  and  other  be¬ 
nefits. 

The  real  purpose  of  the  Pastor  Re¬ 
placement  Committee  would  be  to  de¬ 
termine  how  much  it  would  cost  your 
church  to  replace  the  fine  pastor  you 
have.  In  all  probability,  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  would  be  involved. 

Now  the  secret  of  success  for  this 
committee’s  work  is  for  your  church  to 
do  all  those  things  for  your  present 
pastor  which  would  have  to  be  done  to 
get  a  new  one— increase  the  salary  and 
benefits,  upgrade  the  pastorium  and 
study,  add  to  retirement  and  medical 
benefits,  and  make  all  the  commit- 


Television  evangelism 

Editor; 

I  am  writing  this  letter  in  regard  to 
your  front  page  lead  article  of  Oct.  15. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  has  directed  more  at¬ 
tention  of  late  to  the  activities  of  the 
Conservative  New  Right  and  the 
Moral  Majority  than  it  has  for  the  true 


purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 

I  agree  that  some  television 
evangelists  are  in  it  for  the  money,  but 
some  in  our  pulpits  who  are  not  on 
television  are  there  for  the  same 
reason.  It  is  very  plain  that  the  article 
was  directed  at  all  television 
evangelists,  and  particularly,  Jerry 
Falwell ,  and  was  designed  to  put  them 
all  in  one  category.  To  me,  this  is  a 
gross  injustice.  There  are  many  fine 
television  evangelists  whose  only  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  preach  against  sin  and  win 
people  for  Christ 

This  country  was  founded  on  free¬ 
dom  of  religion,  and  I  believe  in  free¬ 
dom  of  speech;  but  if  the  constitution 
allows  an  atheist  like  Madelyn  O'Hair 
to  continue  in  the  manner  in  which  she 
is  going,  it  can  be  a  threat  to  all  relig¬ 
ions  in  our  country.  Should  this  be  al¬ 
lowed?  What  is  wrong  with  an 
evangelist  asking  that  Christian 
people  elect  other  Christians  to  the  of¬ 
fices  which  control  oUr  nation? 

The  article  also  takes  many  “jibes” 
at  the  Reagan  administration  and  ac¬ 
cuses  it  of  taking  money  from  the  poor 
to  give  to  the  rich.  This,  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve.  Many  of  the  “so  called"  poor  are 
in  that  state  simply  because  they  re¬ 
fuse  to  work  and  depend  solely  on  gov¬ 
ernment  checks,  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  can  no  longer  afford  to  send 
everyone. 

Lastly,  1  would  like  to  add  that  I  am  a 
Southern  Baptist,  attend  Sunday 
School  and  church  each  Sunday  and 
am  fully  aware  of  what  is  happening  in 
the  world  today.  I  am  in  my  late  mid¬ 


dle  years  and  though  1  do  not  have  a 
PhD  as  some  of  the  professors  you 
quoted,  I  am  fairly  well  educated. 

There  are  some  fine  preachers  in  the 
Moral  Majority,  namely  Jerry  Falwell 
and  James  Kennedy.  I  have  heard 
them  many  times  on  television  and  all 
I  have  heard  them  preach  is  the  true 
word  of  God  from  the  Scriptures, 
which  is  what  God  intended. 

Please  let  our  paper  get  back  to  what 
our  readers  want  to  read,  the  affairs  of 
national  and  state  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions,  their  work,  and  what  is  being 
done  to  win  souls  for  the  Lord.  Why 
waste  space  printing  articles  about 
which  evangelists  are  right  or  wrong. 
Only  God  knows  that  and  will  take  care 
of  it  in  his  own  way. 

Dorothy  Johnson 
West,  MS 
W.  B.  Johnson 
Durant.  MS 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs,  the  agency  that  spon¬ 
sored  the  conference  about  which  you 
are  concerned,  is,  at  least  to  some  ex¬ 
tent,  an  agency  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  So  in  reporting  the  details 
of  this  conference  we  are  reporting  the 
affairs  of  the  national  convention. — 
Editor. 


Wall  of  separation 
Editor: 

In  your  October  22.  1961  editorial. 
“The  Wall  of  Separation  Must  Re¬ 
main."  you  stated  again  as  you  have 
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First  Friday  Fellowship 


ments  to  him  which  you  would  make  to 
a  new  pastor. 

If  your  church  will  do  this  and  show 
to  your  present  pastor  all  the  love, 
kindness,  and  appreciation  you  would 
express  to  a  new  pastor,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  you  will  never  need  to  fear  losing 
the  excellent  pastor  you  have.  He  will 
be  happy  and  will  become  an  even  bet¬ 
ter  pastor,  and  your  church  will  save 
money,  emotional  strain,  and  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  involved  in  making  a  pastoral 
change. 

I  believe  if  we  had  more  Pastor  Re¬ 
placement  Committees  we  would  need 
fewer  Pastor  Research  Committees. 
Incidentally,  the  name  for  this  com¬ 
mittee  might  also  be  called  a  Pastor 
Appreciation  Committee! 

W.  Levon  Moore  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Attala  Association. 


•  w  I  ~ :  v  ; 


many  times  in  the  past,  that  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  has  never  ruled 
against  voluntary  prayer.  You  state 
that  the  Court  has  ruled  that  school 
administrators  cannot  tell  students 
when,  how,  whatand  to  whom  students 
must  pray:  and  administrators  cannot 
write  the  prayers.  , 

While  this  may  be  true  as  far  as  it 
goes  for  mandatory  prayer  in  schools, 
the  Court  has  certainly  told  students 
that  they  cannot  voluntarily  be  in¬ 
structed  in  a  religion  of  the  students' 
choosing  or  pray  in  any  manner,  to 
anyone,  at  anytime  mutually  agreed 
upon  on  school  property  in  McCallum 
v.  Board  of  Education,  333  U.S.  203.  In  ’ 
1940  a  group  of  interested  members  of 
the  Jewish.  Catholic,  and  several  Pro¬ 
testant  Christian  denominations 
formed  a  voluntary  association  and 
obtained  permission  for  the  local 
school  board  to  offer  30  to  45  minutes  of 
religious  instruction,  segregated  by 
faiths,  weekly  at  the  school  to  those 
, students  whose  parents  requested  it  in 
(Writing.  The  religion  instructors  were 
jfully  paid  by  the  voluntary  associa¬ 
tion.  Children  not  wishing  to  attend 
(Could  meet  secular  classes  or  study 
(hall.  Presumably  prayer  was  at  least 
{optional  in  these  religion  classes.  The 
Court  ruled  against  these  voluntary 
classes. 

"  In  this  case,  the  Court  chose  to  inter- 
'Vene  instead  of  letting  the  matter  be 
decided  by  the  voters  at  the  next  school 
board  election  as  you  suggested  they 
should  in  the  matter  of  the  removal  of 


A  lot  of  people  in  Bolivar  County  and 
roundabout  know  Eleanor  Hester  and 
have  been  reading  her  columns  (by 
“Ellen  Orr”)  for  35  years  in  Delta 
Farm  Press  and  the  Bolivar  Commer¬ 
cial.  They're  funny  (she’s  the  Erma 
Bombeck  of  the  farm).  I  first  met  her 
at  a  press  women’s  workshop  and 
didn’t  know  until  some  time  later  that 
lone  of  her  sisters  (Orlene)  is  Mrs.  Roy 
McGlamery  of  Memphis,  a  former 
missionary  to  Colombia  and  Gaza 
(which  of  course  makes  Eleanor  the 
aunt  of  Orlene’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Van 
Williams,  missionary  to  India.  I 

Her  husband,  T.  A.  Hester,  farms 
and  directs  an  agricultural  engineer¬ 
ing  firm  that  does  business  “from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Zambezi.”  Con¬ 
sequently,  the  Hesters  have  lived  in 
Puerto  Rico  and  19  or  so  places  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  but  for  ages  have  lived  west  of 
Shelby  on  Honey  Bayou  Road.  They 
are  charter  members  of  the  Belleview 
Baptist  Church,  Shelby. 

Every  month  women  of  Honey 
Bayou  vicinity  meet  at  Eleanor’s 
house  for  First  Friday  Fellowship. 
About  1975,  when  Eleanor  had  a  seri¬ 
ous  illness,  she  realized  she'd  like  to 
get  to  know  her  neighbors  better,  so 
she  invited  them  over  one  afternoon 
for  ice  creasw-aod  fellowship.  Fro% 
that  evolved  a  Bibfe  study,  which  she — 
led  at  firsL.Then  she  began  to  make 
assignments. 

Not  long  ago,  I  was  in  Shelby  and 
wanted  to  know  more  about  the  Friday 
Fellowship,  so  I  drove  out  to  Eleanor’s 
blue  house  on  the  bayou.  From  her  liv- 
jjlg  room  window  I  could  see,  across  a 
narrow  sun  deck,  a  bayou  at  the  foot  of 
a  slope,  and  a  grove  ofeypress  trees. 
“Right  down  there  is  a  good  fishing 
hole,”  she  said.  “I  think  W.  D.  would  % 
like  it.  Our  church  has  picnics  there, 
and  in  August  the  Rotary  Club  has  a 
fishing  rodeo  for  children.” 

Three  of  the  Friday  Fellowship 
members  came— Lou  Etta  Lillard, 
Lola  Millican  (everybody  calls  her 
Mrs.  Ben),  and  Vivian  Threet,  but  a 
fourth,  Gossie  Johnson,  couldn’tcome. 


“We  study  a  different  Bible  topic 
every  month,”  Lou  Etta  saidv 
“Eleanor  assigns  a  topic.  Then  we  do 
individual  study,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting.  We’ve  studied  the  seven 
churches,  love,  joy  and  walk,  forgive¬ 
ness,  and  lots  of  other  subjects.  One 
month  we  looked  for  five  promises  in 
the  New  Testament  and  five  promises 
in  the  Old  Testament  that  we  could 
claim  in  our  own  lives.”  She  showed 
me  the  hard  cover  notebook  where  she 
records  her  Bible  studies  and  prayer 
requests  and  answers  to  prayers. 
Eleanor  had  given  her  and  the  others 
notebooks  last  year. 

“We  always  have  a  time  for  special 
prayers,”  Mrs.  Ben  said.  “We  talk 
about  prayer  requests  that  others  have 
mentioned  to  us,  and  we  add  our  own. 
We  write  these  down  and  then  pray  to¬ 
gether.  ”  I  noticed  that  Mrs.  Ben  has  to 
use  a  magnifying  glass  to  read  her  Bi¬ 
ble,  even  with  the  big  print,  but  she 
perseveres.  “1  remember  many 
specific  answers  to  prayer,”  she  said. 
“Recently  we  prated  for  two  who  were 
having  serious  surgery.  They  both 
came  through  all  right  and  are  much 
better  now.” 

“My  husband  was  one  of  them,”  Viv¬ 
ian  said.  She  added,  “We  always  have 
a-time.oL.teleojpfrayers^for  our 
fomiiica;  ■que-ohqqones.  nUraiity.  our 

county,  our  cohntpy.  and  then  other 
countries.” 


First  Fridays  they  begin  with  a  brief 
devotional,  they  told  me.  They  sing  a 
song  or  two,  have  prayer  time,  and 
then  go  to  sit  at  the  dining  table  for  the 
Bible  study— and  finally,  have  re¬ 
freshments.  I  got  a  good  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  the  refreshment  time  at  that 
table.  Then  Eleanor  gave  me  a  little 
package  containing  cake,  home  baked 
•  bread  and  wild  turkey  meat  (her  hus¬ 
band  likes  to  hunt  turkeys!.  This 
CARE  package  was  typical  of  ones 
she’s  constantly  giving  away,  some¬ 
one  told  me. 

I  felt  in  these  women  an  unusual 
depth  of  love  pnd  concern  for  each 
other  and  their  community  and  world. 
First  Fridays  can  claim  some  credit. 


Lou  Etta.  Eleanor  (standing),  Lola,  and  Vivian. 


textbooks  from  the  school  libraries  in 
the  Long  Island  School  System  on  a 
presumed  religious  basis. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  also  that  your 
suggestion  that  this  is  a  matter  for  the 
local  voters  is  at  odds  with  the  position 
taken  in  the  brief  filed  in  the  McCallum 
case  supporting  the  denial  of  these 
voluntary  classes,  by  the  Joint  Confer¬ 
ence  Committee  on  Public  Relations  of 
several  Baptist  conventions.  1  don't 
know  if  the  SBC  is  or  was  a  member  of 
that  Joint  Committee  or  if  that  Joint 
Committee  is  related  to  the  Joint  Bap¬ 
tist  Committees  for  this,  that,  and  the 
other  that  we  read  about  in  your 
paper;  but  I  sure  would  like  to  know. 

Carl  D.  Ford 

Laurel 

You  are  right,  of  coarse,  except  that 
my  information  indicates  that  the  year 
for  the  McCallum  v.  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  hearing  was  about  1944  or  1947. 
That  was  about  the  time  that  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs 
came  into  being  under  the  leadership 
of  Joseph  M.  Dawson,  Its  first  execu¬ 
tive  director.  This  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  was  an  out¬ 
growth  of  the  Joint  Conference  Com¬ 


mittee  on  Public  Relations.  South 
Baptists  began  to  participate  in  I 
Joint  Conference  Committee’s  wor 
1939.  The  case  you  mention  was 
cidedoverwhelminglyinfavorofVi 
ti  McCallum  with  only  one  or  two 
tices  voting  contrary  to  the  decis: 
The  reason  for  the  decision  seeme 
be  that  even  though  the  school  perl 
in  question  were  supposed  to  be  esl 
lished  for  voluntary  attendance  for 
ligious  instruction  by  various  religi 
entities,  it  was  still  a  time  establis 
by  the  school  from  out  of  the  scho 
time  responsibility.  Being  set  ai 
from  school  time  and  held  on 
school  property  pretty  well  seeme 
make  ft  school  sponsored  or  at  li 
school  approved.  The  question  in 
mind  is  why  would  we  want  to  ask 
school  to  allow  us  to  do  something  < 
ing  its  time  and  on  its  property  that 
should  be  doing  in  our  own  homes 
through  our  own  church -sponsored 
ligious  education  efforts  on  Sunday 
any  rate,  this  serves  to  point  up 
fact  that  questions  concerning  ( 
ern mental  establishment  of  rellf 
have  been  being  asked  for  more  y« 
than  many  can  remember.— Editi 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Danny  Watkins  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  Shady  Grove  (Copiah). 
He  goes  there  from  the  staff  of  Park¬ 
way  Church,  Jackson. 

Wesley  Nicholass  has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  First  Faith  Church, 
Panola  County,  to  accept  a  pastorate 
in  Alabama.  He  served  this  year  as 
moderator  of  the  Panola  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation. 

Ronnie  Estes  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Trinity  Church,  Clay  County,  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  call  to  Boulevard  Baptist 
Church,  Lake  Charles.  La. 

Topisaw  Church  (Lincoln)  has  cal¬ 
led  Martin  L.  C  has  teen  as  pastor.  He 
has  moved  there  from  Louisiana. 


Mrs.  Entokie  Crawford,  oldest 
member  of  Slayden  Baptist  Church, 
celebrated  her  95th  birthday  on  Oct 
IS,  when  45  friends  and  relatives 
gathered  at  her  house  for  lunch  and  a 
birthday  cake.  A  former  interim  pas¬ 
tor,  Greer  Garrott,  led  the  prayer  of 
thanks.  Others  visited  her  during  the 
afternoon.  Pastor  Lee  Castle  said, 
“Miss  Tokie  is  one  of  our  youngest  at 
heart.  She  uses  her  telephone  to  cheer 
others,  and  to  invite  ladies  into  her 
'  home  each  Thursday  afternoon  for  a 
Bible  study  class.” 


ChestervUle  Calvary  (Pontotoc 
County)  has  started  mission  organiza¬ 
tions  for  the  first  time,  including  Mis¬ 
sion  Friends,  GAs,  Acteens,  and  RAs. 
David  Westmoreland  is  the  pastor. 


County  Line  (Pontotoc)  gave  a 
bouse  warming  for  its  pastor,  Sam 
Holcomb,  and  his  family  when  they 
moved  into  the  new  pastorium. 


Mrs.  Joanna  Price,  assisted  by  Syl¬ 
via  Clark  and  Tonya  Weeks,  has 
started  a  children's  choir  at  Bethany 
Church,  Calhoun  County. 


The  Futrals 

Jim  Futral  has  resigned  as  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Amory .  He  has  accepted 
the  call  to  be  pastor  of  the  North  Fort 
Worth  Baptist  Church,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  He  and  his  wife,  Shirley,  and 
children,  Melodi,  Rob,  and  Mysti  are 
moving  to  Fort  Worth  on  November  17. 


Dean  Barron  and  Bud  Davis  were 
ordained  as  deacons  of  Wheeler 
Church  near  Booneville  on  Oct.  4.  Neil 
Moore,  director  of  missions,  Prentiss 
County,  preached  the  ordination  ser¬ 
mon.  Bill  Fleming  delivered  the 
charge  to  the  candidates.  Billy 
Roberts  delivered  the  charge  to  the 

church.  Glen  Brown  is  the  pastor.  Louis  M.  Nicolosi  has  been  called  as 

•  minister  of  music  at  Petal-Harvey 

Mill  Valley,  Calif.  (BP)— Larry  C.  Baptist  Church,  Petal.  He  goes  from 
Baker,  pastor  of  Ventura  First  South-  .  ,  -  Baptist 

em  Baptist  Church,  has  been  elected  .  Church,  Poplarville 

vice  presidwt  for  communications  at  where  he  was 

Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological  minister  of  music 

worship  Seminary.  He  will  direct  alumni  and  HH  anct  y°utJ1  for  “lree 

d  at  the  public  relations  programs.  Baker,  a  **  from 

lecialaf-  former  public  relations  associate  at  the  Baton  Rouge 

nine  and  the  seminary,  replaces  Stanton  Nash,  area.  He  received 

■  fund  of-  who  retired  and  who  will  work  with  an  undergraduate 

Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  "1  mU?i!C 

Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Nicolosi  education  from  the 

'  T  nf  Cmith/M-n  Uiociccinni  onn 


Church  Construction 
CHRISTIAN  SU I  LOCKS  INC. 
ro  to  171.  tort  wood  TN.  37027 
CONSTRUCTION  MANAGEMENT 
FINANCIAL  CONSULTATION 
|  SPECIALIZE  ARCHITECTURAL 


Homecomings 

First  Baptist  Church,  Lauderdale 


nmiaiwn-ioM 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS"39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


the  Acteens  leader. 


WORLDS  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

of  FIBEROLASS 

CHURCH  PRODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
.  •  BAPTISTRIES- 

•  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS 


Revival  Dates  ,  N-  Sbelt0“ ^ Jr-  associate  pm, 

fessOr  in  the  Mississippi  College 
School  of  Law,  as  author  of  a  new  law 
Antioch  Church,  Florence:  Nov.  textbook,  Mississippi  Divorce, 
15-18, 7:30  p.m.  each  night;  Gary  Bo-  Alimony,  and  Child  Custody.  Hand,  a 
len,  evangelist;  Lamar  Howie,  music  native  of  Hattiesburg,  is  a  member  of 
evangelist;  Kenny  Goff,  pastor.  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church, 

,  „  Clinton.  He  dedicated  the  book  to  his 

First,  Ovett  (Jones);  Nov.  15-20;  11  wife  Carolyn  and  six  children, 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.  Sunday,  7:30  p.m.  Shaun,  shane  sheree,  Shel- 

Mon.-Fri.;  Mike  Johnson,  pastor,  An-  tonlll.andShannon.Thetextwaspub- 
tioch  Church,  Alcorn  County,  preach-  j^ed  by  the  Harrison  Company  of 
ing;  Ronnie  Cottingham,  Jus  Jesus  Norcross,  Qa.  Hand  has  an  under- 
Ministries,  Lucedale,  music  graduate  degree  from  MC  and  doctor 
evangelist;  Billy  Dowdy,  pastor.  pf  jurisprudence  degree  from  Univer- 
Fort  Adams  Baptist  Mission  (near  sity  of  Mississippi. 

Woodville):  Nov.  6-8;  Friday  and 

Saturday  services  at  7:30  p.m.;  Sun-  The  recipient  of  MSU-BSU  Alumni 
day  services  at  9  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Ben  Fellowship’s  Outstanding  Alnmnus 
Carlisle,  evangelist;  Bob  Rogers,  pas-  Award  for  1981  was  Jerry  J.  Merri- 
tor.  y  *  man,  who  served  as 

BSU  president  at 

Kelly  Memorial,  Shreveport,  La.:  Mississippi  State  in 

Nov.  15-22;  James  E.  Messer,  pastor  1961.  After  graduat- 

i  former  Mississippi ) .  evangelist;  J.  flHjMfHH  ing  from  State  and 
B.  Betts  of  South  Haven,  Miss.,  music  Southwestern  Sem- 

evangelist;  10:30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m..  inary,  Merriman 

Sunday;  7  p.m.  Mon.-Fri.  JHV  worked  with  Ches- 

ter  Swor  for  six 

Second  Church,  Indianola:  Nov.  years  before  he  be- 

. J5r20;  Robert  J,  Smith,, pastor  ofLate  ,  .came JheMSU.-BSU 

Washington.  GhurohvGlon-Allon,  direc tor u»So|»te»iber,.UI6ft«Ho nerved 

evangelist;  Tom  Larrimore,  Jackson,  at  MSU  for  five  years  before  he  be- 
music  evangelist;  services  during  came  the  associate  director  of  the 
week  at  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Billy  Bee-  state  Department  of  Student  Work.  On 
kett,  pastor.  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  7  June  1, 1979,  he  became  director  of  the 
p.m.  Department  of  Student  Work,  Missis¬ 

sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The 
Calvary,  Silver  Creek  Nov.  15-20,  MSU-BSU  Alumni  Fellowship  was 
Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon  -  formed  during  his  tenure  at  Missis- 
Fri.,7p.m. ;  Charles  Wesley,  pastor  of  sippi  State.  Merriman  and  his  wife 
Meadville  Church,  evangelist;  Rhonda  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
Richard  L.  Davis,  minister  of  youth,  dren,  John  David,  Joy  and  James 
Temple,  Hattiesbilrg,  directing  the  Mark.  This  award  was  presented  at 
music;  Garry  M.  Breland,  pastor.  the  11  a.m.  annual  meeting  of  the 

Alumni  Fellowship  on  Homecoming 

Names  In  The  News  Day- 0ct  17  ’  19B1- 

Gary  (Slim)  Cornett,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Ripley, 
has  resigned  to  enter  full-time  music 
evangel  ism  and 
concert  ministry.  A 
native  of  Laurel,  he 
~  VS  was  baptized  at 
vB West  Laurel 

Church,  and 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 


"huemalionaily  Wun  spntalisu" 

NpRRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

•ox  MS-C  —  Greenwood.  Ml—  MMC 


FRIENDSHIP  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  GRENADA,  held  a  special  service  Sept.  6  to 
recognize  GAs  for  their  Missions  Adventures  achievements.  Three  had  earned  Badge 
1;  four,  Badge  2;  one,  Badge  3,  and  one,  a  certificate  toward  Badge  3.  Left  to  right: 
Cindy  Staten,  Tonya  Pullen,  Jennie  Smith,  Karen  Campbell,  Christa  Campbell.  Stacey 
Norris,  Leigh  Lantrip,  Mandy  Barnette,  and  Jeanne  White.  Leaders  are  Peggy  O'Neal. 


FACULTY  VACANCY 
Professor  needed  to  teach 
graduate  and  undergraduate 
courses  in  finance,  money  and 
banking,  and  other  areas  of  ex¬ 
pertise  at  central  campus  and  re¬ 
gional  campuses.  Win  serve  on 
faculty  committees  and  other  as¬ 
signed  tasks.  As  a  Baptist  univer¬ 
sity  Wayland  is  seeking  Christian 
professors  who  uphold  an 
evangelical  approach  to  life. 

Qualif  ications :  Ph.D.  or  DBA  in 
Business  Administration.  Salary : 
Negotiable,  depending  on  qualifi¬ 
cations.  Position  Available:  Fall 


left,  and  Betty  Norris,  right. 


The  Warrens 

Steve  Warrep  has  been  called  by 
Foxworth ,  Firfit  < Church,  as  minister  of 
music,  yogiA  and  children.  Warren 
goes  to'Foxworth  from' Locke  Station 
Church,  Batesville.  He  is  the  son  of 
Travis  and  Harriet  Warren  of  Madison 
and  is  married  to  the  tohmer  ■Carolyn 
‘SffTeJfVUrenatK’ThSrlft^^ne 
daughter,  Audria. 


Contact:  Dr,.  Glenna  Dod,  chair¬ 
person;  Business  Administration 
Search!  Committee:  Wayland 
Baptist  UMVef Slty-  PIaffivieW, 
TX  79872;  (806  )  294-5521. 

An  Equal  Opportunity/Affirma¬ 
tive  Action  Employer. 


Johnny  Place  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  Arlington  Church,  Lincoln  County. 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 


•  Complete  flock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom.  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

EVERYTHING  FOR  MBlf-HHin? 
THE  SCHOOL  ^pBNAjbpMjppM| 

AND  CHURCH  U  ■Jl 


Mrs.  James  A.  (Gay)  Box,  Sr.  died 
Oct.  8,  1981,  in  Anderson  Memorial 
Hospital .  Anderson,  S.  C.  at  age  84.  She 
was  the  sister  of  Rowe  C.  Holcomb, 
retired  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church. 

Hazlehurst.  She  had  been  a  long-time 
resident  of  Bogalusa,  La.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  there  at  the  Superior 
Avenue  Baptist  Church  Oct.  10.  Sur¬ 
vivors  other  than  her  brother  Rowe 
are  two  sons,  James  A.  of  Bogalusa. 
and  Benton  H.  of  Clemson,  S.C.: 
another  brqther,  W.  E.  Holcomb,  of 
Jackson;  three  grandchildren;  and 
one  great-grandson.  Her  father,  the 
late  W.  B.  Holcomb,  was  pastor  in 
south  Mississippi  for  50  years.  Two 
brothers.  H.  R.  Holcomb  of  Tupelo,  Cornett  is  radio  host  for  “Songs  of 
and  T.  Luther  Holcomb  of  Dallas,  Joy,”  heard  over  WTXL-FM  Ripley 
Tex.,  preceded  her  in  death.  and  is  president  of  Gospel  Concerts, 

Inc.  He  has  recorded  three  long-play 
Mack  P.  Jones,  recently  appointed  albums,  the  latest,  “The  Savior  Lives 
as  missionary  to  Mexico. -has  had  in  Me,"  to  be  released  soon.  He  is  mar- 
emergency  back  surgery  in  the  Bap-  ried  to  the  former  Patricia  Ann 
list  Hospital  at  Guadalajara,  Mexico.  Stevenson  and  they  have  three  chil- 
He  had  been  scheduled  to  finish  an  dren.  Cornett  may  be  contacted  for  re¬ 
eight-weeks  language  review  by  Oct.  vivals,  concerts,  banquets,  or 
30  and  to  take  up  a  teaching  position  at  retreats— -through  Gospel  Concerts, 
the  Baptist  Seminary  in  Mexico  City  Inc.,  Box  571,  Ripley,  Miss.  38663 
Nov.  2.  He  and  his  wife  Marie  will  re-  (phone  837-7946). 
main  in  Guadalajara  during  his  hos¬ 
pitalization  and  recuperation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  from  his  sister,  Mrs  District  9 
WendellC.  Russell  of  Monticello,  Miss.  ,  » 

The  Joneses’  mailing  address  is  Apar-  women  near  Ot 
tado  31-132,  Guadalajara  5,  Jalisco.  T  -  » 

Mexico  Japan  s  missions 


Pianos 

Steinway ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitter 
Organs 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen  . . .  Wurlitzer 

■Complete  Music  Department 
•Free  Delivery 
■We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

■Special  Terms  to  Churches 


Sunday  School  perfect  attendance  pins  at-Siloam  were  awarded.  Left  to  right:  the 
pastor,  Walter  Frederick;  Ricky  Benson,  11  year-pin;  Christy  Benson,  2-year  pin; 
Lariy  Benson,  5-year  pin;  Emma  Lou  Reid,  20-year  pin;  Edmond  Reid.  Jr.,  20-year  pint 
Not  pictured.  Butch  White,  19-year  pin.  Also  a  special  pin  was  presented  to  the  WMU 
director,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Myers.  Lunch  was  served  at  the  church  and  singing  featured  in  the 
afternoon. 

hhmwhbbh Gerald  Finley  was  ordained  as 


ROSEBERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 


UNIVERSITY  MALL  AT  HARDY  STREET,  HATTIESBURG 


deacon  Oct.  11  by  County  Line  Church, 
Pontotoc  County.  Kenny  Adair  and  Bill 
Henderson  brought  the  messages. 

Gordon  Sansing,  pastor,  led  in  the 
ordination  of  H.  L.  Robinson  as  deacon 
at  First  Church,  Pontotoc,  recently. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Hamilton  were 
welcomed  to  the  pastorate  of  Pleasant 
Hill  Church,  Calhoun  County,  with  a 
church-wide  fish  fry  Oct.  17 .  The  occa¬ 
sion  was  also  used  as  a  time  to  express 
appreciation  to  James  Caulder  for  his 
service  as  interim  pastor  and  to  wel¬ 
come  him  as  the  music  director  of  the 
church.  Monetary  gifts  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  both  Hamilton  and  Caulder. 
A  pounding  was  given  to  the  Hamil- 
tons. 

Mike  Thrower  has  accepted  a  pasto¬ 
rate  in  Brunswick,  Tenn.,  and  re¬ 
signed  at  Sunflower  Church.  The 
Sunflower  Church  held  a  reception  to 
Hardy  Church,  Grenada  County,  on  eXpress  appreciation  for  the  Thrower 
Oct.  4  recognized  members  of  Sunday  famj]y. 

School  who  had  attained  perfect  atten- 

dance  records  for  one  year  or  more.  Clear  Branch  (Lineo  > 

Pins  were  given  by  Sunday  School  di-  darned  Frank  Lewis  to  the ;  gospe 
rector  Guy  E  Smart  to  twelve:  One  ministry.  Lewis  is  serving  as  pastor  of 
year  pins  to  Melinda  Tilghman.  Faye  the  Big  Springs  Church  ( Lincoln  I 
Smart,  and  Morene  Thomas;  6-year  „  v,prjpo 

wssfflsra  ssSSs/sss 

SNeme.SBecrkv  8ayndarStoveS  W.JT&  daT evening  ari p.m  Nov  29  through 


Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  ( Optional)  —  Guaranteed  rene1 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  vou  may  h 


Benefits  For 

Hospital  entrance  fees  BIoo 

Doctors  fees  Ami 

Private  room  expense  Nun 

Registered  nurse  Ext< 


MRS.  BESSIE  ARNOLD.  Wheeler 
Church.  Prentiss  Association,  accepts 
her  25th  year  perfect  attendance  bar 

from  Billy  Roberts,  Sunday  School  direc¬ 
tor.  Also  receiving  awards  were  Dean 
Barron,  two  years.  Frances  Brown,  one 
year,  and  Olene  Thompson,  She  year. 


OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  703  Hi-Way  80  Wes 

Clinton,  MS  39056 
(001)924-1119 


Name 


Street 


-State  - 
_ Zip 


Phone 


Underwritten  by  Old  Southern  Lite  Ineunmce  Co  Montgomery.  At*: 


Nellie,  Becky,  and  Steve  Ward;  12- 
year  pin  to  Butch  Briscoe. 


Bible  Book  Series 


The  kingdom  way  of  living 


By  Lewis  Sewell,  pastor, 

First,  Oxford 
Matthew  1:1-7:26 

In  this  section  ol  scripture  Jesus 
demanded  that  his  disciples  apply  His 
teachings  to  their  motivations, 
priorities  and  relationships.  This  ap¬ 
plication  is  in  fact  a  contrast  between 
the  new  religious  practice  as  taught  by 
Jesus  and  the  old  as  practiced  and 
taught  by  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees. 

I.  Kingdom  attitudes  toward  giving 
(6:1-4). 

Verse  1  is  the  heart  of  the  rest  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  (chapter  5-7). 
Apparently  many  of  the  people  prac¬ 
ticed  piety  or  external  righteousness 
without  any  real  sense  of  love  or  right 
standing  with  God.  Hus  kind  of  religi¬ 
ous  practice  was  and  is  simply  for 
show  and  applause  of  men.  Jesus  indi¬ 
cated  the  motive  is  wrong  and  the 
practice  wins  no  favor  from  God. 
Jesus  illustrates  various  ways  this 
kind  of  religious  display  takes  place 
Three  expressions  of  Jewish  piety- 
almsgiving,  prayer,  fasting— are  also 
characteristics  of  the  sons  of  the  King.-- 
dom  of  God— but  only  when  practiced 
with  an  entire  lack  of  ostentation  and 
without  any  desire  to  win  praise  from 
men. 

Almsgiving  was  honored  in  Jewish 
life.  God  cares  for  widows,  orphans, 
and  all  unfortunate,  needy  people;  His 
worshippers  will  actively  help  such 
people,  either  by  direct  gif  ts  or  by  con¬ 
tribution  to  community  funds.  But 
such  giving  can  be  wrongly  used  to  ad¬ 
vertise  one’s  pretended  goodness. 
Jesus  called  this  kind  of  person  hyp- 
rocrite. 

“Hyprocite"  is  a  word  that  derived 
from  the  theatre.  It  denoted  an  actor, 
then  one  who  played  a  part  or  acted  a 
false  role  in  public  life.  In  this  scrip 
ture  it  is  used  of  people  who  want  to  be 
known  as  pious  and  so  help  the  needy 
not  in  generous  sympathy  but  in  selfish 
effort  to  win  praise  from  men.  When 
these  self -centered  pretenders  receive 
praise  from  men,  they  will  get  no  bles¬ 
sing  from  God.  He  sees  through  then- 
pretence. 

II.  Kingdom  attitudes  toward  prayer 

<1:5-151. 

Prayer,  like  almsgiving,  could  be 
used  to  parade  pretended  piety.  Jesus 
speaks  not  of  the  common  prayers  of 
Jewish  worship,  when  all  took  part,  not 
of  leading  the  common  prayers,  as  a 
layman  might  do  in  the  worships  ser¬ 
vice,  but  of  the  Jewish  practice  of  indi¬ 
vidual  praying  at  regular  tiroas.  One 
could  manage  to  pray  surrounded  by  a 
a ics'  pc  "i  me  ic,  I-*:  (i- *r  —  cO:  pkj: 


large  and  admiring  audience;  be  could 
time  his  movements  and  prayer 
schedule  so  that  he  prayed  “in  the 
synagogues’’- or  “on  the  street  cor¬ 
ners”  and  so  appeared  unusually  pi¬ 
ous.  Standing  was  the  usual  posture  for 
prayer  among  first-century  Jews. 
Jesus  is  emphatic;  a  prayer  offered  to 
win  human  attention  and  praise  has  no 
spiritual  worth  and  wins  no  praise 
from  God. 

Prayer  is  reverent  worship;  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  adoration,  gratitude, 
praise,  petition  and  dedication.  True 
prayer  is  offered  in  humility  with  no 
desire  to  impress  men  or  God.  Prayer 
does  not  exist  where  man’s  aim  is 
self-promotion;  such  parade  is  not 
prayer  to  God  but  self -worship. 

Therefore,  the  disciple  should  avoid 
the  temptation  to  use  the  form  of 
prayer  to  impress  others.  He  can  do 
this  by  making  his  personal  prayers 
private.  This  is  what  Jesus  means  by 
“enter  the  closet”  Prayer  in  private  is 
a  test  of  sincerity.  If  the  disciple  prays 
only  in  public,  public  custom  and  at¬ 
tention  mean  too  much  to  him;  if  he 
prays  also  in  private  he  worships  with¬ 
out  the  need  of  man’s  praise  and  cus¬ 
tom. 

Jesus  teaches  us  how  to  pray  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  model  prayer  which  we  call  The 
Lord's  Prayer  (vs.  9-15).  This  model 
prayer  falls  into  three  parts.  First  is 
the  address  that  recognizes  who  God 
is .  The  second  part  contains  three  peti¬ 
tions  that  God  may  be  honored  and  His 
will  fully  realized.  The  third  main  part 
of  the  prayer  consists  also  of  three  pet¬ 
itions.  .Tliey  refer  to  the  needs  of  the 
disciples.  God  is  concerned  with  all 
human  needs,  desires  and  struggles. 
Disciples  may  pray  for  God’s  help  in 
every  aspect  of  their  lives. 

IH.  Kingdom  attitudes  toward  fasting 
(6:16-18). 

This  teaching  of  Jesus  is  a  third  re¬ 
ligious  practice  in  which  public  parade 
must  be  avoided.  “Fasting”  was  not 
specifically  commanded  in  the  Mosaic 
Law,  but  the  command  to  afflict  one¬ 
self  on  the  annual  Day  of  Atonement 
(Lev.  16:31)  was  taken  to  involve  fast¬ 
ing .  Other  days  were  observed  by  later 
enactment,  and  earnest  Jews  in  Jesus’ 
day  fasted  twice  a  week  (cf.  Lk.  18;  12). 
Jesus  does  not  forbid  fasting;  He  op- 
posed  fasting  by  rule;  it  was  in  place  as 
an  expression  to  sorrow  (Matt.  9:141). 

Jesus  here  assumes  the  practice  as 
legitimate,  but  denounces  its  use  to 
wift*  MWtttotiw  lor  piety.  Evidently 
some  person*  not  only  fasted  but  disfi¬ 


gured  their  faces,  not  to  express  to  Gtxi 
deep  inward  sorrow  over  the  sins of 
trials  of  themselves  or  their  people, 
but  to  impress  people  and  win  praise 
Their  act  was  not  worship;  itcouldex- 
pect  no  reward  or  praise  from  God. 
IV.  Judgement  in  the  Kingdom  (7:1-6). 

Every  man  must  make  judgements 
concerning  others.  Verse  two  recog¬ 
nizes  this.  But  men  have  a  chronic  ten¬ 
dency  to  be  lenient  in  judging  their  own 
actions  and  callously  harsh  in  judging 
others.  In  the  light  of  the  purpose  verse 
one  means  “do  not  judge  in  a  harsh, 
censorious  spirit.” 

Jesus  says  if  our  spirit  is  wrong  in 
judgements  we  will  be  judged.  By 
whom?  By  others?  Jesus  probably 
means  “You  will  be  sternly  judged  by 
God  if  you  are  severe  in  judging 
others.” 

V.  God’s  provision  aad  response 

(7:7-11). 

Elsewhere  Jesus  indicates  impor¬ 
tant  conditions  for  receiving  what  one 
asks  Of  God;  Be  ready  to  forgive  (6: 12, 
14f.);  avoid  outward  show  (6:6); 
persevere  in  asking  (Luke  18:1-6); 
one’s  consuming  concent  must  be 
God's  rule  and  will  (6:10;  26:39).  But 
here  Jesus  teaches  another  basic 
point:  God'hears  and  answers  prayer. 
Any  problem  about  answer  to  prayer  is 
not  due  to  lack  of  goodness  or  ability  in 
God;  He  is  ready  to  give;  He  does  give 
If  prayer  seems  to  win  no  answer  the 
one  praying  may  be  at  fault,  or  as 
Gethsemane  shows  (26:36-46),  God 
may  have  a  wise  purpose  not  yet  un¬ 
derstood. 

Sendai,  JapaB— Nearly  200  worship¬ 
pers  recently  celebrated  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  a  new  building  for  North  Sendai 
Baptist  Church.  Dedication  services 
for  the  building,  erected  with  contribu¬ 
tions  from  Baptists  all  over  Japan, 
were  led  by  Naoki  Noguchi,  pastor, 
Hidetsugi  Ando,  secretary  of 
evangelism  for  the  Japan  Baptist  Cork 
vention,  and  Southern  Baptist  missio¬ 
nary  evangelist  Bob  Boatwright 

Roseau,  Dominica— Expressing  her 
faith  in  a  two-hour  concert  before  hun¬ 
dreds  on  the  Caribbean  island  of 
Dominica  was  a  dream  come  true  for 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  LaHoma 
Singleton.  Enthusiasm  for  the  missio¬ 
nary’s  music— much  of  it  original— 
was  expressed  by  warm  West  Indian 
hand-clapping,  foot-stamping  and  un¬ 
inhibited  “amens”  and  “hallelujahs” 
from  the  overflow  audience.  Many  re¬ 
sponded  to  an  invitation  at  the  climax 
ot  the  concert. 


Freedom  from  greed 


By  Joel  E.  Halre,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church,  Crystal  Springs 
Mark  16:17-23, 26-27 
Many  years  ago  a  small  band  of 
pioneers  crossed  the  ocean  to  James¬ 
town  and  Plymouth  in  search  of  new 
freedoms.  These  freedoms  had  not 
been  theirs  in  their  own  countries.  We 
still  cherish  these  freedoms  today: 
Freedom  from  want,  freedom  from 
fear,  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom 
of  religion.  They  are  important  to  us 
because  they  give  us  opportunities  to 
develop  our  full  potential. 

It  is  good  to  be  free  from  unfair  re¬ 
strictions  that  others  might  place  upon 
us.  However,  it  is  possible  to  be  free 
from  the  restrictions  of  others  while 
building  another  kind  of  slavery  for 
ourselves. 

The  young  man  who  asked  Jesus 
about  eternal  life  was  a  slave.  His 
slavery  was  self-imposed.  Others  had 
not  restricted  him,  but  he  had  allowed 
his  possessions  to  become  his  master. 
He  needed  freedom  from  greed  when 
he  wasn’t  even  aware  that  greed  pos¬ 
sessed  his  life. 

I.  The  Man  Who  Thought  He  Was  Free 

(16:17-26). 

Here  was  one  who  appeared  as  a 
good  man  ( 10: 17).  The  fact  he  came  to 
Jesus  was  good.  He  ran  to  Jesus  and 
that  was  also  good.  His  kneeling  to  him 
made  a  good  appearance.  The  young 
man  called  Jesus  “Good  Master.” 
What  he  did  was  no  doubt  impressive 
to  those  who  saw  him. 

This  man’s  question  was  good.  He 
wanted  to  know  about  inheriting  eter¬ 
nal  life.  Jesus  spoke  of  ten  of  his  life.  He 
crpne  to  give  eternal  life.  It  would  be 
wonderful  if  every  lost  person  wanted 
tq  know  more  about  how  to  inherit 
eternal  life. 

Jesus  began  where  his  inquirer  was 
in  his  thinking.  He  first  clarified  the 
question  of  goodness.  Jesus  was  good 
not  because  of  bis  identity  as  a 
teacher,  but  because  of  his  identity 
with  God. 

After  Jesus  talked  about  the  good¬ 
ness  of  God,  he  helped  the  young  mail 
see  where  he  was  standing.  Even 
though  the  young  man's  stand  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  last  six  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  he  was  sadly  lacking 
in  some  other  areas.  Placing  stock  in 
his  own  goodness  seemed  appropriate 
to  one  who  had  observed  all  these 
things  from  his  youth. 

An  absence  of  badness  in  his  life  was 


recognized  as  a  good  quality.  There 
was  nothing  wrong  with  the  answer  he 
gave  concerning  a  good  kind  of  life. 

Along  with  a  good  appearance  and  a 
good  question  he  also  had  a  good  ans¬ 
wer.  With  all  of  these,  tMngs  in  his 
favor  be  must  have  felt  that  life  was 
going  pretty  well  for  him  at  this  point. 

Some  might  look  at  this  man’s  life 
and  identify  it  with  freedom.  He  was 
free  from  some  things.  He  was  free 
from  want,  poverty,  and  hunger.  In¬ 
conveniences  that  came  to  some  who 
had  limited  resources  never  came  his 
way.  However,  in  the  midst  of  some 
freedom  be  was  still  a  slave.  He  was 
free  from  little,  but  he  was  a  slave  to 
much.  His  freedom  was  little  com¬ 
pared  to  the  slavery  that  kept  Mm 
from  eternal  life. 

II.  TV  Master  Who  Understood  Free¬ 
dom  06:21-22). 

Jesus  could  see  right  through  the 
substitutes  for  freedom.  He  knew  that 
aB  this  man  depended  On  had  not  made 
him  free.  Something  else  was  needed. 

TV  comments  Jesus  made  came  out 
of  a  heart  of  love.  Jesus  loved  the  man 
and  wanted  him  to  have  eternal  life. 
He  was  someone  special  to  Jesus,  not 
because  of  his  goodness  but  because  of 
Jesus’  love.  ^ 

We  are  all  special  to  JeSus.  When  he 
beholds  us  he  loves  us.  We  do  not  de¬ 
serve  Ms  love  nor  have  we  earned  it. 
His  love  i»  greater  than  any  love  we 
could  ever  earn. 

Jesus’  love  found  it’s  way  to  the  very 
heart  of  ttos  man's  needs  He  needed  to 
get  rid  of  the  thing  to  which  he  was 
clinging.  His  dependence  on  riches 
must  go  if  he  was  to  ever  experience 
and  enjoy  the  riches  of  heaven. 

The  riches  of  heaven  or  the  riches  of 
earth  —  that  demanded  a  choice.  Sud¬ 
denly  the  young  man  had  to  choose .  He 
could  not  depend  on  both. 

Choosing  could  have  been  a  happy 
experience  if  be  bad  made  the  right 
choice.  Jesus  wanted  it  to  be  the 
greatest  experience  of  his  life.  Instead 
it  was  Ms  saddest  day.  He  was  sad  and 
grieved  because  he  would  not  let  go  of 
that  one  thing  that  stood  between 
Jesus  and  him. 

When  the  young  man  came  to  Jesus 
he  looked  like  a  success.  When  he  left 
Jesus  he  revealed  himself  as  a  failure. 
He  failed  at  the  most  important  point 
In  Ms  life. 

Out  of  this  young  man’s  failure,  we 
can  learn  some  valuable  lessons:  1.  A 


David  Pratt  and  tor  First  Church.  Wino-  tiori  of  Montgomery  Association's  home 
na.  mission  project  to  West  Virginia  in  July, 

1981. 


year,  1980. 


Montgomery  Association  gives  plaques 


Montgomery  Baptist  Association 
held  its  66th  annual  sessions  Mondays, 
and  Tuesday  nights,  Oct.  19-20,  at 
North  Winona  Baptist  and  Duck  Hill 
Baptist  churches. 

A  video  tape  message  by  Earl  Kelly, 


executive  secretary,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board,  was  presented. 
Harold  Kitchings,  director,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Foundation;  Edward 
Trott,  missionary  to  Brazil;  and 
Eugene  Barnqtt,  moderator,  and 


— - Devotional - 

Lord ,  teach  us  to  pray 

By- Harry  L.  Lucenay,  pastor,  Temple,  Hattiesburg 

He  was  praying  in  a  certain  place ,  and  when  he  ceased,  one  qf  his  disciples  sou 
to  him,  “Lord,  teach  us  to  pray,  as  John  taught  his  disciples”  (Luke  11  rl  RSV). 

The  Old  Testament  teaches  men  to  instruct  their  children  in  the  things  of  God 
(Deuteronomy  6:4-7),  and  in  the  New  Testament  men  observe  Jesus  praying  a 
child’s  bedtime  prayer  as  be  dies  on  the  cross  (Luke  23:46).  But  just  how  can 
today’s  man  teach  a  child  to  pray? 

A  child  learns  to  pray  when  he  has  praying  parents.  Praying 
parents  communicate  an  understanding  of  God  wMch  helps  a 
Mild  know  God  as  the  kind  of  person  with  whom  he  would  like 
i  talk.  Praying  parents  have  a  natural  relationship  with  God 
wMch  expresses  itself  in  confession  of  sin  and  searching  for 
guidance. 

Praying  parents  recognize  that  learning  to  pray  is  a  lifetime 
xperience.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  experiences  a  couple 
an  have  is  teaching  their  children  how  to  pray  for  others.  A 
Lucenay  good  method  involves  the  breakf  as t  meal .  Each  morning  after 

breakfast,  pause  to  pray  fear  people  in  a  different  set  of  circumstances.  Oh 
Sunday,  each  person  in  the  family  can  choose  someone  connected  to  the  church. 
One  by  one  pray  sentence  prayers  for  that  person.  On  Monday  preview  the 
week’s  schedule  and  have  each  person  pray  for  another  member  of  the  family  a 4 
he  (she)  faces  the  week.  Tuesday,  choose  various  government  leaders  to  pray 
for.  Wednesday,  pray  for  missionaries.  Thursday,  pray  for  members  of  the 
family  who  do  not  live  in  your  home.  Friday,  pray  for  friends  and  playmates. 
Saturday,  pray  for  special  prayer  needs.  Day  by  day  all  become  aware  of  God’s 
active  participation  in  the  events  of  the  world. 

The  first  prayers  of  the  day  open  the  door  to  talk  with  God  about  any  cir¬ 
cumstance  wMch  might  arise  during  the  day.  In  some  homes  the  mother  or 
father  prays  with  the  cMIdren  each  morning  before  they  go  to  school,  seekjng 
God’s  guidance  in  the  day.  Each  night  families  kneel  to  pray  together  concerning 
the  day. 

The  steps  of  prayer  are  small  steps  taking  only  a  few  minutes  each  day. 
However,  the  instruction  from  these  special  times  will  serve  as  a  foundation  in  a 
relationship  which  will  last  for  eternity.  Do  not  miss  the  joy  of  leading  your 
family  in  prayer.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  God  has  designed  for  the 
abundant  life  in  Christ.  May  God  bless  you  as  you  walk  with  Mm  in  imyer. 


former  pastor  of  North  Winona  Baptist 
Church  were  featured  speakers. 

Awards  were  presented  to  George 
Steward,  pastor-of-the-year,  1986; 
David  Pratt  and  Eugene  Barnett, 
pastors-of -the- year,  1981,  with  a  tie 
vote;  Joe  Hardin,  layperson-of-the- 
year,  1980;  and  laypersons-of  the  year 
1981,  Harold  Brasfield  of  Pine  Forest 
and  Curtis  Riley  of  Duck  Hill,  another 
tie  vote.  David  Pratt,  pastor  of  First, 
Winona,  and  first  vice-president,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention,  died  Oct. 
16,  1981;  his  award  was  presented 
posthumously. 

Harold  Blaine,  First  Church, 
Winona,  chairman  of  deacons,  was 
given  the  plaque  far  Ms  church  which 
,^^-gMearned  the  highest 
^^^^^^^"number  of  study 
awards  in 
1981;  he  also  ac- 
epted  the  plaque 
the  Pratt  fami- 
y.  The  percen- 
agewise  highest 
umber  of  study 
wards  earned  was 
D.  T.  Price  presented  to  D.  T. 
Price  for  his  church,  Hebron. 

Morris  Doler,  layman  of  First, 
Winona  was  elected  moderator  for 
1981-82 ;  Jim  Allen  of  Scotland  Church, 
was  elected  vice-moderator;  and 
Elmo  Branch  re-elected  clerk. 


Joe  Hardin,  layperson  of  year,  1980, 

•nd  Curtis  Riley,  co-layperson-of-year,  - 
1981.  -  -  ' 


|  Uniform  Lesson 
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The  Christians’  consummate  characteristic 


person  can  fail  when  his  intentions  are 
good.  2.  A  person  can  fail  when  he  is 
good.  3.  A  person  can  fail  when  he  has 
tMs  world’s  goods.  4.  A  person  fails 
until  he  possesses  the  ultimate  good  is 
Christ  Jesus. 

III.  The  Truth  About  Greed  and  God’s 

Power  to  Overcome  It  (16:23,  26 

27).  ’ 

Jesus  told  about  the  difficulties  of 
greed.  It  can  keep  people  from  the 
kingdom  of  God  (10:23).  Riches  have  a 
way  of  saying  trust  me.  They  magnify 
the  things  they  can  get  today.  They 
question  the  value  of  waiting  for  the 
full  and  complete  joys  of  heaven. 
Riches  tempt  people  to  try  and  make 
their  own  little  heaven  here  on  earth. 
Overcoming  these  temptations  is  in¬ 
deed  difficult. 

When  Jesus  showed  the  disciples  the 
truth  about  greed  they  were  as¬ 
tonished.  They  found  themselves  won¬ 
dering  if  anybody  could  be  saved. 

Salvation  is  a  human  impossibility. 
Money  can’t  buy  it  Wealth  cannot  at¬ 
tain  salvation.  A  combination  of  good¬ 
ness,  wealth,  and  the  approval  of  men 
will  not  bring  salvation. 

Salvation  is  a  possibility  with  God. 
No  one  is  outside  God’s  reach.  He  has 
the  power  to  save  regardless  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties.  No  problems  are  too  great  for, 
God  including  those  of  riches  and 
greed.  God  can  and  will  save  those  who 
trust  Jesus  for  salvation  rather  than 
trusting  in  themselves  or  in  their  owl* 
riches. 

a 

Lauderdale  elects 
layman  moderator  <» 

Lauderdale  Association  elected  its 
first  layman  in  20  years  as  moderator, 
reported  Leon  Young,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions 

The  association  meeting  in  Merid  iari 
Oct.  27,  with  675  persons  present! 
elected  Turner  S.  Pigford.  a  deacon  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Collinsville.  Pig- 
ford  has  headed  up  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  projects  for  the  association  for 
four  years. 

Elected  associate  moderator  was 
Mrs.  Bert  Ellis,  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  director  at  15th  Avenue  Baptist 
Church.  Meridian  , 

It  takes  a  long  time  to  feather  a  nest 
on  a  wild  goose  chase 


By  Jerry  E.  Oswalt,  pastor 
Second  Avenue,  Laurel 
I  Corinthians  12:1-13:13 
The  Corinthian  church  was  loaded 
With  problems,  which  were  having  a 
disintegrating  effect  on  the  fellowship 
and  unity  of  the  church.  Perhaps  the 
single  most  detrimental  issue  in  re¬ 
gard  to  unity  was  that  of  the  abuse  of 
Spiritual  gifts. 

The  apostle  basically  used  two  ar¬ 
guments  in  chapter  twelve  of  his  first 
letter  to  the  church  to  show  the  under¬ 
lying  fallacy  of  the  problem:  (1)  He 
reminded  them  thatthere  is  a  common 
source  for  ail  the  gifts,  the  Holy  Spirit 
(12:1-11);  (2)  He  argued  that  all  the 
gifts  are  intended  for  service  to  and 
through  a  common  body,  the  Body  of 
Christ,  which  is  the  church  ( 12 : 12-30) . 

Then,  in  chapter  thirteen,  Paul  at¬ 
tacked  what  he  knew  to  be  the  heart  of 
this  and  all  the  problems  in  the  Corint¬ 
hian  church.  They  were  spiritually 
immature.  They  lacked  God’s  love.  He 
beautifully  presented  love  as  the  con¬ 
summate  characteristics  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  03: 1-13). 

I.  Love  Is  the  matchless  motive  (13:1- 
3). 

One  of  the  reasons  for  the  abuse  of 
Spiritual  gifts  was  that  they  were 
being  used  for  self  gzatif ication  rather 
than  service  to  others.  The  possessors 
of  the  gifts  needed  to  realize  that  such 
egocentric  exercising  of  gifts  was  use¬ 
less  in  the  sight  of  God. 

What  they  needed  as  a  motive  for  the 
use  of  their  various  gifts  was  God’s  un¬ 
ique  kind  of  love,  which  is  the  direct 
opposite  Of  egocentricity  or  selfish¬ 
ness.  It  is  that  which  motivates  its  pos¬ 
sessor  to  seek  the  best  interests  of 
others.  This  is  God’s  way  (Rom.  5:8, 
John  3:16). 

Paul  gave  some  examples.  The  gift 
of  tongues,  though  fluently  expressed, 
without  love  was  as  useless  as  the 
noise  of  clanging  cymbals  in  pagan 
rites  (13:1)  Tongues  without  loire 
wouldn't  care  to  interpret  and  thus 
communicate.  They  would  only  be 
concerned  about  an  ill  conceived  man¬ 
ifestation  Of  "spirituality."  As  such, 
they  would  not  only  be  useless,  but 
counterproductive  (14:23). 

Even  the  gift  of  prophecy,  which  the 
apostle  called  the  superior  gift  ( 14: 1), 
did  not  amount  to  anything  when  not 
prompted  by  love  (13:2).  The 
preacher,  no  matter  how  dynamic  and 
eloquent,  who  approaches  his  preach¬ 


ing  for  thegetting  of  praise  rather  than 
the  giving  of  God’s  saving  message  is  a 
big  zero  rather  than  hero. 

Intellectual  stature  without  love 
didn’t  count  for  anything  either  (13:2). 
Educated  people  are  not  necessarily 
better  people.  Apart  from  God's  love 
they  are  nothing  Those  who  claim  to 
have  superior  knowledge  about  God 
can  be  extremely  mean  in  their  dog¬ 
matic  stance  when  they  have  no  love. 

Also,  the  gift  of  faith  was  nothing 
without  love  (13:2).  Both  having  faith 
and  keeping  the  faith  can,  without 
love,  create  insensitive  and  some¬ 
times  even  punitive  people. 

People  can  do  very  fine  and  admira¬ 
ble  things  for  purposes  of  self  gratifi¬ 
cation  rather  than  for  love.  But  even 
those  who  would  be  so  generous  as  to 
give  ail  their  holdings  to  the  poor  or  so 
courageous  as  to  die  for  a  cause  would 
come  up  empty  before  God  if  they  did 
not  do  their  sacrificing  because  of  love 
(13:3). 

□.Love  is  the  absolute  action  (13:4-7). 

Love  is  superior  not  only  as  a 
motivator  but  also  as  an  action.  Paul 
used  fifteen  active  verbs  in  verses  four 
through  seven  to  describe  some  of  the 
salient  activities  of  love. 

Love  suffers  long  (13:4).  Those  who 
have  God’s  kind  of  love  deal  patiently 
and  tenderly  with  offensive  others. 
This  is  how  God  deals  with  us. 

Love  acts  kindly  (13:4).  The  posses¬ 
sors  of  God’s  love  lift  others  up  rather 
than  put  them  down.  Jesus  constantly 
reached  out  a  helping  hand  to  others. 
So  should  we. 

Love  does  not  envy  (13:4).  Envy  is 
literally  to  boil  within  because  of  any- 
thing  that  anyone  else  has  or  is.  There 
is  too  much  of  this  between  Christians 
and  churches.  Love  rejoices  over  the 
righteous  successes  of  others. 

Love  does  not  boast  in  self  but  only  in 
<5od’s  mercy  and  grace  (13:4).  We 
must  be  watchful  at  this  point  in  our 
■churches.  Our  verbal  “praise  the 
Lords”  can  easily  become  pious  cov¬ 
ers  for  tooting  our  own  horns. 

Love  does  not  act  arrogantly  (13:4). 
This  is  closely  related  to  boasting.  The 
basic  arrogance  of  one  who  is  really 
boasting  in  seif  inevitably  comes 
through  regardless  of  the  verbiage. 

Love  does  not  behave  unseemly  or 
ungraciously  (13:5).  The  general  de¬ 
meanor  of  those  who  have  God’s  love  is 
marked  by  tact,  courtesy,  and  polite- 


Love  does  not  seek  its  own  advan¬ 
tage  (13:5).  When  we  dwell  on  our 
rights  and  interests  more  than  the 
rights  and  interests  of  others  we  are 
adrift  from  God’s  love.  Those  who 
have  God’s  love  are  more  concerned 
about  giving  than  getting. 

Love  does  not  behave  irritably 
(13:5).  Those  who  share  God’s  love 
remain  cool ,  calm,  and  collected  when 
under  attack.  Love  enables  them  to 
control  their  tempers. 

Love  does  not  keep  records  of  evil 
(13:5).  Its  possessors  hold  no  grudges 
and  pursue  no  retaliation.  They  for¬ 
give  and  forget. 

Love  takes  no  delight  in  wickedness 
(13:6).  Love  is  not  negative.  Those  who 
have  love  for  others  would  much  pre¬ 
fer  to  hear  and  share  good  things  about 
them  than  evil  tilings.  To  rejoice  over 
the  fall  of  a  fellow  or  the  crumbling  of  a 
church  is  a  contradiction  of  love 
Love,  rather,  takes  delight  in  truth 
( 13 :6) .  When  truth  and  resulting  right¬ 
eousness  prevail  in  the  lives  of  men, 
love  rejoices. 

Love  bears  all  things  (13:7).  Love 
can  take  insult  and  injury  and  turn  the 
other  cheek.  It  can  take  pain  and  keep 
on  plodding. 

Love  believes  all  things  (13:7).  It 
trusts  in  God  unconditionally  and  pre¬ 
fers  good  reports  about  people.  It  gives 
others  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

Love  hopes  all  things  (13:7).  Love  is 
an  optimist.  It  holds  tenaciously  to 
Romans  8:28  when  life  is  bitter,  and  it 
never  gives  up  on  sinful  persons  and  a 
sin  cursed  world. 

Love  endures  all  things  (13:7).  It 
does  so  not  in  passive  endurance  but  in 
active  aggression.  Burdens  are  not 
just  endured  by  those  who  have  God’s 
love;  they  are  conquered. 

III.  Loved  is  the  peerless  property 
(13:8-13) 

The  greatness  of  love  is  also  evi¬ 
denced  in  the  fact  that  it  has  no  rivals 
as  the  one  essential  ingredient  of  the 
Christian  life. 

Love  is  permanent  while  other  gifts 
are  not.  As  Christians  mature  spiritu¬ 
ally  love  soars  while  the  spiritual  gifts 
subside  in  significance.  Also,  love 
reaches  its  zenith  in  the  hereafter, 
where  there  will  be  no  more  need  for 
the  gifts  (13:8-12). 

Even  faith  and  hope,  which  remain 
as  significant  virtues  of  a  maturing 
Christian,  cannot  compare  to  love  In 
their  greatness  (13:13). 


